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ful. And I have just met with our commanders
and our troops; theyre doing very well here,
thanks to you. And we're enjoying it, and we
appreciate it.

President Goncez. 1 can even say that it is
symbolic. Four or five years ago, I think it would
have been unthinkable to meet here with the
President of the United States of America either
in Washington or in Budapest, the least unthink-
able to be able to meet in a small Hungarian
village. In addition to the fact that on such an
important occasion, your presence here as well
as your personal presence, Mr. President, shows
the commitment of the United States to ensure
the people in the region.

It is a moral obligation to ask because this—
we defend the same values, and we have com-
mon interests. It is a great pleasure for me
that we have this meeting and that we are part
of this great operation. This is a Partnership
For Peace in the genuine sense of the word.
And—it’s a lot more than what we have done—
and this is also an opportunity for us to get
accustomed to each other the way—/[inaudible].

Thank you, Mr. President.

NATO Expansion

Q. Mr. President, do you think this kind of
cooperation with Hungary will accelerate Hun-
gary’s admittance into NATO as a full-scale
member?

President Clinton. Well, as you know, we be-
lieve that NATO should be expanded and inevi-
tably will be. And this is the sort of cooperation
that I think shows you what can happen in a
very positive way with this sort of partnership.
I'm very pleased with it, and I think all of our
American—and especially our military com-
manders have been very impressed by what’s
happened so far.

Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 11:40 a.m. in the
Headquarters of the Air Base. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.
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The President. General Nash, Sergeant Major
Tilley, the men and women of Task Force
Eagle, the 1st Armored Division, the 3d Infantry
Division, the 3d Battalion of the Three-Two-
Five Parachute Infantry Regiment, the Air
Force 4100th Provisional Group, the legendary
Red Horse engineers, the Navy Seabees, and
all the veterans of the Tuzla mud: I am proud
to stand with you today on dry ground. I come
with a simple message: Your country is very
proud of you. I'm glad to be joined here today
by General Shalikashvili; by General Joulwan;
our Ambassador to the United Nations, Mad-
eleine Albright; and a very distinguished delega-
tion from the United States Congress. They're
standing over there to my left and to your right.
I hope you will make them feel welcome. They
are here to support you.

We know that you are the best trained, best
equipped, best prepared fighters in the world.
Time and again, you have stood down aggres-
sion. Time and again you have triumphed in
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war. But to Bosnia you came on a mission of
peace, a mission for heroes. We thank you for
defending our Nation’s values and our Nation’s
interests. We thank you for helping the Bosnian
people. Men and women of Operation Joint En-
deavor, we thank you here for being warriors
for peace.

When I last saw many of you in Baumholder,
the headquarters of the 1st Armored Division
in Germany, your Humvees were a little cleaner,
your BDU’s a little greener. But to me, seeing
you here in the field, doing the jobs you were
trained for so well, you have never looked bet-
ter.

Soon I will have a chance to be briefed again
by your commanders, Admiral Smith and Gen-
eral Nash. On behalf of a grateful nation, I
want to tell everyone what I know they are
going to tell me from our already brief conversa-
tions. We know that in less than a month and
despite terrible weather, 7,000 of our Nation’s
finest fighters, the first wave of a force to be



