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Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996 / Jan. 4

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on Iraq’s Compliance With
United Nations Security Council Resolutions
January 4, 1996

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Consistent with the Authorization for Use of

Military Force Against Iraq Resolution (Public
Law 102–1), and as part of my effort to keep
the Congress fully informed, I am reporting on
the status of efforts to obtain Iraq’s compliance
with the resolutions adopted by the U.N. Secu-
rity Council.

On December 17, 1995, the Executive Chair-
man of the U.N. Special Commission on Iraq
(UNSCOM), responsible for dismantling Iraq’s
weapons of mass destruction (WMD) programs,
released his latest report to the Security Council.
The report makes clear that Iraq remains far
from compliance with its WMD obligations. The
regime’s promises of new openness and honesty
in its relationship with UNSCOM have proven
worthless. Not only is Iraq continuing to hide
information on its past weapons programs,
UNSCOM has discovered that it has continued
work on prohibited missile programs up to the
present day. This was evidenced by the recent
interception by the Jordanian government of a
shipment of missile components destined for
Iraq. In addition, the Iraqi government only re-
cently turned over other prohibited missile parts.

Further, Iraq continues to drag its feet on
its obligations to account for hundreds of Kuwai-
tis and third country nationals missing since the
invasion. Iraq has not returned the millions of
dollars worth of Kuwaiti property looted during
the occupation. The Iraqi Republican Guards
still use a large quantity of stolen Kuwaiti mili-
tary equipment. Iraq continues to provide safe
haven for terrorist groups. Given this Iraqi track
record of disrespect for its international obliga-
tions, the Security Council maintained the sanc-
tions regime without change at the November
8, 1995, review. The U.N. Security Council has
authorized Iraq, pursuant to Resolution 986, to
export a limited quantity of oil in order to pur-
chase humanitarian goods. However, the Gov-
ernment of Iraq continues to reject this Resolu-
tion.

Saddam Hussein’s unwillingness to comply
with the norms of international behavior extends
to his regime’s continuing threat to Iraqi citizens
throughout the country. We and our allies con-
tinue to enforce the no-fly zones over northern

and southern Iraq as part of our efforts to deter
Iraq’s use of aircraft against its population. Iraq’s
repression of its southern Shi’a population con-
tinues, with policies aimed at destroying the
Marsh Arabs’ way of life and important environ-
mental resources. Along with international and
local relief organizations, we continue to provide
humanitarian assistance to the people of north-
ern Iraq. We have facilitated talks between the
two major Kurdish groups in an effort to help
them resolve their differences and increase sta-
bility in northern Iraq.

The human rights situation throughout Iraq
remains unchanged. Saddam Hussein shows no
signs of complying with U.N. Security Council
Resolution 688, which demands that Iraq cease
the repression of its own people. The inter-
national community and human rights observers
joined us in dismissing Saddam’s October 15,
1995, referendum to extend his rule as a farce.

In October 1994 the U.N. Security Council
adopted Resolution 949, which demanded that
Iraq not utilize its forces to threaten its neigh-
bors or U.N. operations and that it not redeploy
or enhance its military capacity in southern Iraq.
The defections last August of Saddam Hussein’s
family members increased the uncertainty of the
Iraqi situation. In view of Saddam Hussein’s
proven record of unreliability, we felt it prudent
to improve the deterrence and warfighting capa-
bility of U.S. forces within the U.S. Central
Command area of responsibility. Among the
steps taken to accomplish this end were the
movement of prepositioning ships into the Gulf
and the deployment of an air expeditionary force
to Bahrain.

The Multinational Interception Force (MIF)
conducting the maritime enforcement of sanc-
tions against Iraq continues to serve magnifi-
cently. Since my last report, the MIF has en-
countered the busiest sanctions enforcement pe-
riod since 1991, diverting 20 dhow vessels car-
rying Iraqi dates worth an estimated $3.45 mil-
lion. The expeditious acceptance of these vessels
by the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, and Ku-
wait has greatly contributed to the deterrent
effect of MIF sanctions enforcement operations
and
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