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citizens, and to fund vital U.N. activities regard-
ing Iraq. Critical to the success of UNSCR 986
is Iraq’s willingness to follow through on its
commitments under 986 to allow the U.N. to
monitor the distribution of food and medical
supplies to the Iraqi people.

We have already seen good evidence that the
safeguards systems is working: when Saddam
Hussein pushed a button in Kirkuk on Decem-
ber 10 to turn on the flow of oil before any
oil contracts had been approved by the U.N.,
the U.N. made him turn it off. The oil flow
began again, under proper U.N. supervision, a
short time later.

The Government of Iraq has, since my last
report, continued to flout its obligations under
a number of Security Council resolutions in
other ways. Under the terms of relevant UNSC
resolutions, Iraq must grant the United Nations
Special Commission on Iraq (UNSCOM) inspec-
tors immediate, unconditional, and unrestricted
access to any location in Iraq they wish to exam-
ine, and access to any Iraqi official whom they
wish to interview, so that UNSCOM may fully
discharge its mandate. Iraq continues, as it has
for the past 5 years, to fail to live up either
to the letter or the spirit of this commitment.

In his October 11 semiannual written report
to the Security Council, UNSCOM Executive
Chairman Rolf Ekeus outlined in comprehensive
detail Iraq’s past and ongoing efforts to conceal
evidence of its weapons of mass destruction
(WMD) programs. In his December 18 briefing
to the Security Council, Ekeus urged it to take
action to reverse Iraq’s current blocking of
UNSCOM removal of 130 SCUD motors from
Iraq for analysis. As reported to the press by
Security Council President Fulci that day, Ekeus
informed the Council that he thought significant
numbers of SCUD missiles still exist in Iraq.
As long as Saddam refuses to cooperate fully
with U.N. weapons inspectors, UNSCOM will
be impeded in its efforts to fulfill its mandate
to ensure that Iraq’s WMD program has been
eliminated. We will continue to fully support
the mandate and the efforts of the Special Com-
mission to obtain Iraqi compliance with all rel-
evant U.N. resolutions.

The implementation of the export/import
monitoring mechanism approved by the Security
Council in Resolution 1051 began on October
1. Resolution 1051 approved a mechanism to
monitor Iraq’s undertaking to reacquire pro-
scribed weapons capabilities by requiring that

Iraq inform the U.N. in advance of any imports
of dual-use items and that countries provide
timely notification of the export to Iraq of dual-
use items.

Iraq also continues to stall and obfuscate rath-
er than work in good faith toward accounting
for the hundreds of Kuwaitis and third-country
nationals who disappeared at the hands of Iraqi
authorities during the occupation. It has also
failed to return all of the stolen Kuwaiti military
equipment and the priceless Kuwaiti cultural
and historical artifacts, which were looted during
the occupation.

Iraq’s repression of its Shi’a population con-
tinues with policies aimed at destroying the
Marsh Arabs’ way of life in Southern Iraq, as
well as the ecology of the southern marshes.
The human rights situation throughout Iraq re-
mains unchanged. Saddam Hussein shows no
signs of complying with UNSCR 688, which de-
mands that Iraq cease the repression of its own
people.

The Multinational Interception Force (MIF)
remains on station in the Arabian Gulf. Our
commitment to the enforcement of the sanctions
regime is clearly demonstrated by the significant
investment we have made with our naval forces
in this area. Since my last report, 10 vessels
have been intercepted and diverted for sanctions
violations. Most of the vessels diverted have
been engaged in illegal oil smuggling, but in
recent weeks, we have begun to intercept small-
er boats attempting to smuggle Iraqi dates as
well. Traditionally, our naval forces encounter
an increase in date smugglers as Ramadan ap-
proaches.

We continue to note suspected smugglers
using the territorial waters of Iran to avoid inter-
ception by the MIF. Due to the geography of
the Gulf, it is possible to transit from Iraqi ports
to the UAE and the Indian Ocean without en-
tering international waters. We believe, and have
confirmed in some instances, that smugglers uti-
lize these routes to export Iraqi petroleum prod-
ucts in violation of UNSCR 661. We believe
that there are elements within the Iranian gov-
ernment who profit from charging ‘‘protection
fees’’ for the safe passage through Iranian wa-
ters. We have presented evidence of this to the
United Nations Sanctions Committee, and I am
pleased to report that the Committee has de-
cided to admonish Iran for failing to halt sanc-
tions violators in its waters.


