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The recent implementation of UNSCR 986
will increase the workload of our naval forces
participating in the MIF. We are prepared to
meet the increased monitoring effort in the
coming months. The surge in maritime traffic
expected to occur with the implementation of
UNSCR 986 will necessitate extreme vigilance
to ensure that those who would profit from ille-
gal trade with Iraq are not given the opportunity
to succeed.

The United Nations Compensation Commis-
sion (UNCC), established pursuant to UNSCR
687, continues to resolve claims against Iraq
arising from Iraq’s unlawful invasion and occu-
pation of Kuwait. The UNCC has issued over
1 million awards worth approximately $5.2 bil-
lion. At its most recent meeting, the UNCC
Governing Council approved an award of $610
million on the claim by the Kuwait national oil
company for the costs of extinguishing the oil
well fires ignited by Iraq at the end of the
Gulf War. The UNCC has authorized to date
only limited payments for fixed awards for seri-
ous personal injury or death because additional
funds to pay awards have been unavailable due
to Iraq’s refusal to comply with all relevant sanc-
tions. With the advent of oil sales under

UNSCR 986, however, 30 percent of the pro-
ceeds (which is anticipated to be as much as
$100 million per month) will be allocated to
the Compensation Fund. These proceeds will
be used to make installment payments on
awards already made and to finance the oper-
ations of the UNCC.

To conclude, Iraq remains a serious threat
to regional peace and stability. I remain deter-
mined to see Iraq comply fully with all of its
obligations under U.N. Security Council resolu-
tions. My Administration will continue to oppose
any relaxation of sanctions until Iraq dem-
onstrates its peaceful intentions through such
compliance.

I appreciate the support of the Congress for
our efforts and shall continue to keep the Con-
gress informed about this important issue.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate. This letter was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on January 8.

Message to the Congress Transmitting Legislation on the Appointment of
the United States Trade Representative
January 8, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
I am pleased to transmit herewith for your

immediate consideration and enactment legisla-
tion to provide a waiver from certain provisions
relating to the appointment of the United States
Trade Representative.

This draft bill would authorize the President,
acting by and with the advice and consent of
the Senate, to appoint Charlene Barshefsky as
the United States Trade Representative, not-
withstanding any limitations imposed by certain
provisions of law. The Lobbying Disclosure Act
of 1995 amended the provisions of the Trade
Act of 1974 regarding the appointment of the
United States Trade Representative and the
Deputy United States Trade Representatives by
imposing certain limitations on their appoint-
ment. These limitations only became effective

with respect to the appointment of the United
States Trade Representative and Deputy United
States Trade Representatives on January 1, 1996,
and do not apply to individuals who were serv-
ing in one of those positions on that date and
continue to serve in them. Because Charlene
Barshefsky was appointed Deputy United States
Trade Representative on May 28, 1993, and has
continued to serve in that position since then,
the limitations in the Lobbying Disclosure Act,
which became effective on January 1, 1996, do
not apply to her in her capacity as Deputy
United States Trade Representative and it is
appropriate that they not apply to her if she
is appointed to be the United States Trade Rep-
resentative.


