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Statement on the Bombing of a Women’s Health Clinic in Atlanta, Georgia
January 16, 1997

Our thoughts and prayers are with the law
enforcement officers and other citizens injured
this morning and with their families.

The double bombing at a women’s health
clinic in Atlanta this morning was a vile and
malevolent crime. Make no mistake: Anyone
who brings violence against a woman trying to
exercise her constitutional rights is committing
an act of terror. It is always wrong. And it
should be punished severely.

Nobody has a right to use violence in America
to advance their own convictions over the rights
of others. It is precisely because we take the
constitutional rights and individual liberties of

all our people so seriously that I fought for
and signed new legislation in 1994 to make it
a Federal crime to interfere with a woman exer-
cising her constitutional right to visit a women’s
health center.

Federal investigators from the FBI, ATF, the
Marshals, and the U.S. Attorney are on the
ground in Atlanta and working closely with local
law enforcement. We will pursue this investiga-
tion aggressively and methodically. We will get
to the bottom of this, and we will punish those
responsible to the fullest extent the law pro-
vides.

Remarks on the World War II Memorial and on Presenting the
Presidential Medal of Freedom to Former Senator Bob Dole
January 17, 1997

Thank you very much, General Woerner, for
your kind words and for your fine work. I thank
you on behalf of all Americans for all the Amer-
ican Battle Monuments Commission does all
around the world to ensure that our fallen he-
roes receive the honor they deserve.

Mr. Vice President, to the members of the
Cabinet, Senator and Mrs. Dole and Robin, Ma-
jority Leader Lott and many Members of Con-
gress who are here today, to the representatives
of the veterans service organizations, the mem-
bers of the American Battle Monuments Com-
mission, my fellow Americans. Let me begin
by thanking Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur,
Governor Hugh Carey, Commissioner Wheeler,
Dr. Williams, my good friend Jess Hay, and
all the members of the American Battle Monu-
ments Commission and the World War II Me-
morial Advisory Board for their efforts to create
the first national memorial to all who served
in World War II. I want to congratulate also
Professor St. Florian and his team on their de-
sign. I have reviewed it, and it is very impres-
sive.

The World War II Memorial will commemo-
rate one of the great defining passages in our
Nation’s history. Fittingly, it will be flanked by

the Washington Monument and the Lincoln Me-
morial. For if the Revolutionary War marks the
birth of our Republic and the Civil War its
greatest trial, then surely America’s triumph in
World War II will forever signal our coming
of age. Roused by the threat of tyranny and
fascism, provoked by an infamous attack, mil-
lions of Americans fought under freedom’s flag,
carrying it to far-off places whose names still
stir our souls.

At home, our Nation turned as one to the
task of building a mighty arsenal for our demo-
cratic warriors. Out of the crucible of global
conflict and total war, the greatest struggle hu-
mankind has ever known, America emerged as
the world’s most powerful force for peace and
freedom and prosperity. With this memorial we
pay lasting homage to the 16 million men and
women who took up arms in that battle.

Some of the bravest among them were those
who fought for freedom themselves were de-
nied. Earlier this week, I had the chance to
recognize the extraordinary courage of seven Af-
rican-American soldiers with the Nation’s high-
est military honor, an award that was richly de-
served as long as it was overdue. But I say
today that we owe them and all the veterans


