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thank the members of the Democratic National
Committee and all those whom you represent
who are active in our party, who were there
in that vast crowd yesterday along the parade
route and even more of them who were back
home just watching and cheering on television.

I was asked many times yesterday how it felt
the second time around. And | always said,
“Better. It feels better.” Better because America
is better than it was 4 years ago. And you should
feel a great deal of pride in that.

Just before | left to come over here, one
of my staff members told me that Newsweek
is about to issue the book it puts out every
4 years on the Presidential election, and the
title this year is “Back From the Dead.” [Laugh-
ter] Well, 1 have some mixed feelings about
that, because | always felt the pulse. [Laughter]
But for your role in bringing us back from what-
ever it was we were in right after 1994’s elec-
tion, I thank you, and | hope you'll always be
very proud of it.

I want to say a special word of thanks, as
the Vice President did, to Senator Chris Dodd
for going all across this country and for being
a powerful and eloquent voice and for proving
that politics can be noble and can be fun and
that we need not be ashamed of being Demo-
crats or being involved in the American political
system. | want to thank Don Fowler, who has
toiled in our vineyards for decades, for being
willing to leave his comfortable and encouraging
surroundings and come up here and live in what
is not always the most hospitable climate for
2 years to fight this battle.

Their efforts resulted not only in the first
Democrat to be reelected in 60 years but to
gains in the House and to gains in the state-
houses across the country. We celebrate the
election of the first Asian-American Governor
in the history of America and the first woman
Governor of New Hampshire in the history of
America; one million small donors now, one mil-
lion ordinary citizens sending in their money
to support the Democratic Party; and a real
revival of State parties throughout the country,
a revival, which, I might add, we must continue
and strengthen and build upon.

I want to thank the Democrats who helped
in our Inaugural: Terry McAuliffe, Ann Jordan,
Craig Smith, and Deb Willhite. And a special
word of thanks to the man who oversaw it all,
whom you honored earlier here today, Harold
Ickes, for this Inauguration, for two brilliant na-
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tional conventions, for the beginning of an orga-
nization in New York, which after 5 years of
effort produced 1.6 million votes in plurality for
the Clinton/Gore ticket in 1996.

I would like to say a special word of thanks,
and | can't enumerate them all, but I would
be remiss if |1 did not say a special word of
thanks to the American labor movement for the
support it has given to our efforts and to our
progress. And a special word of thanks for their
role in one of the still untold stories of the
last 4 years—the teachers of this country for
the advances we continue to make in investment
and opportunity for education in the last 4 years.

I want to thank Roy Romer and Steve Gross-
man for their willingness to come into this great
party and to build it and to go forward. Roy
Romer and | have been friends for a very long
time now. | think it would be no offense to
any of our colleagues if 1 would say that, at
least when | left the governorship in 1992—
| think it was true then; | think it is true now—
there is no Governor in America more respected
or who has accomplished more than Roy Romer,
not a single one in either party. Today, he is
recognized as being the person who knows the
most about education and our national drive to-
ward having high standards. He has proved in
Colorado that you can be for restoring the envi-
ronment and growing the economy. He has
proved that you can care about families and
children and do things that will help them along
their way in life. He is an unreconstructed, clear
reformer and a brilliant consensus builder and
a great, strong voice, and | thank him for his
willingness to do this.

I want to thank my friend Steve Grossman
who has labored in our vineyard. He's been
a State party chair and active in our finance
operations. He’s been a success in business and
a success in running AIPAC. | told him if he
could get everybody in AIPAC to get along,
he could certainly get everybody in the Demo-
cratic Committee to get along. [Laughter] He
took the reins of the Massachusetts party in
1991 and '92 after the '90 elections when they
were at a low ebb and began the process of
rebuilding, which led in 1996 to the first all-
Democratic delegation for Congress in Massa-
chusetts since 1872 and, just as an aside, a 62
percent vote for the Clinton/Gore ticket in the
election.

Yesterday | said that | wanted us to build
a land of new promise in America in the next



