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against the negative forces, there weren’t so
many people that thought they needed to send
the small checks again. They said, “Well, Presi-
dent Clinton and Vice President Gore are going
to get reelected.” But the question is, what are
we going to do? So you need to know what
the positive legacy of the last 4 years is so you
will be ennobled and emboldened about what
we can accomplish in the next 4.

One, we replaced supply-side economics with
invest-and-grow economics, reducing the deficit,
investing more in education and science and
technology, standing for free and fair trade
around the world. And that’s what produced the
largest number of jobs in any 4-year term in
history, record small businesses, and declining
inequality among working people for the first
time in 20 years. That's a part of your legacy,
and you should be proud of it.

Number two, we reversed the expansion of
social problems which people thought were inev-
itable. The crime rate has dropped now in all
4 years. The crime bill is working. The welfare
rolls have had their biggest reduction in history
as people have moved from welfare to work.
People are dying to go to work if the jobs are
out there for them, if the training is out there
for them, and if there is a system there to move
people through. And that indicates what we have
to do in the years ahead. Child support collec-
tion is up 50 percent. You should be proud
of these things.

Just 4 years ago, most people thought the
crime rate was going to go on forever. Now
we can visualize a time when our children can
walk safely from home to school, to play in
the park across the street and not fear that
somebody will come up to them and try to shoot
them or sell them dope. We can do that now
because that is what we have done in the last
4 years. We've turned these things around. That
is a huge surpassing achievement, part of your
legacy, and you should be proud of it.

We Democrats have restored the primacy of
family and community to our social policies.
That's what the Family and Medical Leave Act
was all about. That's what the earned-income
tax credit, which is now giving tax reductions
to people with incomes up to $30,000 a year
who have children in their home, was all about.
That's what our reforms in retirement—we se-
cured the retirement of 40 million people, made
it easier for people in small business to get
retirement. That’s what it was all about, putting
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family and community in the center of our social
concern. That's what the Vice President and
Henry Cisneros were doing with the empower-
ment zone initiative, trying to let people and
communities all across America seize control of
their situation and make it better. That's what
we were doing with the V-chip. That's what
we were doing in trying to protect our children
against tobacco advertisements. That's what we
were doing with the zero tolerance for guns
and drugs in schools, putting family and commu-
nity back at the center of our concern, so that
now no one thinks of family values as being
the Government is the problem, the Govern-
ment is the enemy.

Now, the question is, what can we do to-
gether to build strong families and strong com-
munities. That's part of our legacy, and you
ought to be proud of it.

The fourth thing we did, again | say, was
not only to stand against the forces of division
but to say that community is a good thing, that
we'll be better off in the future in the global
society if we can all work together and learn
together and build new ties that bind us to-
gether. We’'ll be better off. You can see that
in what we did with affirmative action. Mend
it, yes, but don’'t end it until it's not needed
anymore. You can see it with what we did with
immigration. Protect the borders, yes. People
are in the criminal justice system, send them
home. Be tough on the workplace. Don't let
people go in and take jobs away from American
workers because their employers want to bring
in people to work for slave wages. But don't
denigrate the immigrants who have made this
country a great land. Except for the Native
Americans, we're all from somewhere else.

You can see it in our response to the church
burnings. You can see it in response to what
we did with the Religious Freedom Restoration
Act, trying to liberate people from the notion
that there was never a time when they could
express their religious convictions in a public
forum. You can see it in what was done here
after Oklahoma City or in response to the mili-
tias. We are affirmatively building an American
community. It is part of the legacy of this ad-
ministration and this party, and you should be
proud of it. You can see it in the way we've
reasserted the role of America’s leadership
around the world, and yes, you can see it in
the way we have resolved the fight over Govern-
ment.



