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I was curious to see how people commented
about that. Government is not the problem.
Government is not the solution. We have to
be the solution. Government is the instrument
by which we give each other the tools to make
the most of our own lives, which means that
we have downsized the Government with the
Vice President’s reinventing Government initia-
tive. But there are times when the Government
should do more, more on family leave, more
on helping people succeed at home and at work,
more in opening the doors of college education
to everyone, more in investing in early childhood
education. And we can't rest until the people
who are still shut out of the health care system,
especially the children of poor working people,
have access to it.

Now, you have to make this legacy apparent
to the folks back home. And in order to do
it, we have got to end the divisions in thinking
in our mind. We all talk about how the so-
called bipolar world is over—freedom versus
communism—>but the bipolar mind is still hold-
ing us back. We think you can balance the budg-
et and invest in the future. We think we cannot
only protect but improve the environment and
grow the economy. We think we can be strong
at home, and in order to do it we have to
be strong abroad and vice versa. We don't be-
lieve that every issue has to go into a Democrat
or a Republican or a liberal or a conservative
box.

I think you can make a compelling case that
balancing the budget in a proper way is a very
liberal thing to do because otherwise we’ll never
have the political support in this country or the
money to invest in the future of the people
that are otherwise left out.

I think you can make a case that educating—
investing in the education of our children and
providing families decent health care when the
kids are young is a very conservative thing to
do, because otherwise you cannot conserve the
basic strength and security and values of the
country over the long run.

We're in a period of change. We've got to
stop this. Who ever said the Republicans should
own crime? | never met a Democrat who was
happy to have his child mugged. Who ever said
the Republicans own welfare reform? Those of
us who've known people on welfare know how
bad they want to get off. You have to help
change the way people think about these things.

And to do that, you have to help build a positive
future.

Now, in the State of the Union message, |
will be talking more about the specific things
that 1 want to do in the future. But | want
to talk today about this whole issue of campaign
finance reform for two reasons. One is campaign
finance reform—elections are too expensive, and
they take too much money, and it takes too
much time to raise the money, and it always
raises questions.

But there’s a bigger problem, which is the
more that elections become the province of very
expensive ad wars, the less people are likely
to participate. | think the Democrats ought to
be on record not only for campaign finance re-
form, but we need to find ways, Mr. Chairman,
Mr. Vice Chairs, all the new officers here—
we've got to find ways to encourage affirmatively
the increase of participation of people at the
polls.

Reverend Jackson’s spent his whole life going
around and registering people to vote. If young
voters had voted in 1996 in the same percent-
ages they did in 1992, the election would have
been even more dramatic in the outcome and
the congressional results would have been dif-
ferent. We have to lift the participation of peo-
ple. And we need to see campaign finance re-
form not only as restoring the trust of citizens
in their Government but as one step of increas-
ing the participation of people in our common
affairs. You cannot have a national community
if half the community doesn’t show up.
Everybody’s got to be there.

But we, the Democrats, have to continue to
be and intensify our efforts for campaign finance
reform, and it has to be a bipartisan solution.
Today Senator John McCain and Senator Russ
Feingold and Representative Chris Shays and
Marty Meehan, in the House and the Senate,
a Democrat, a Republican, are introducing their
bipartisan campaign finance reform legislation.
It is tough. It is balanced. It is credible. It
should become the law of the land. We know
from experience—I went through this for 4
years—that all you have to do to kill campaign
finance reform is just not do it. Nobody ever
wants a vote up on the tote board, “I killed
this bill”, so they just keep letting it die in
the Senate with the filibuster.

Delay will mean the death of reform one
more time if it happens. So | ask Members
of Congress in both parties to act now. While
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