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the public is watching, while the momentum
is building, act now; don’t delay. You’ve got a
good bill. You’ve got a good forum. Resolve
the differences and go forward.

I also ask that we not wait. Today, let us
resume our call to our friends in the Republican
Party. Together, let’s stop accepting soft money,
even before the reform becomes law. If you
will do it, we will do it. We have offered our
hand, time and again. Why not just say yes?

Today, as a first step, the Democratic Party
has announced several changes unilaterally in
the way we raise money. I thank the DNC for
agreeing with the position that we took in the
campaign not to accept contributions from non-
citizens and foreign-owned businesses and for
taking other steps to limit contributions that may
otherwise raise questions about the integrity of
the process. These are sound and necessary first
steps in the reforms we need. We should go
forward from there and take the next step.

Now, let me say again, let’s be realistic about
this. There have been problems with this all
along the way. But there’s a great deal of inter-
est in this in the press, and in the spirit of
reconciliation let me say that we need to be
candid about this. On the other side, our friends
may not think that they have any interest in
campaign finance reform. Why should they?
They raise more money. They raise more foreign
money. They raise more money in big contribu-
tions, and we take all the heat. It’s a free ride.

Secondly, let’s be candid. Once you’re in of-
fice, whether you’re a Democrat or a Repub-
lican, if you’ve done a good job and you’ve got
friends out there and they can relate to you,

you at least know that maybe even if it’s bad
for your party or bad for your country, maybe
you can protect yourself if some wave of hysteria
comes along that threatens to wash you away,
and at least if you can raise the money, you
can have your own case heard. I say that to
make this point: We hear a lot in America about
the cynicism that exists between the public and
the politicians or how cynical the press are about
politicians. The problem with cynicism is that
it always eventually becomes a two-way street.
You cannot end cynicism unless all parties in-
volved are willing to give each other the benefit
of the doubt.

And so I ask now for an honest, open effort
to pass this bill. And I ask for an honest, open
understanding that the Supreme Court decision
allowing all of these third-party expenditures will
complicate our task. But we can make it better
if we will suspend our cynicism and instead put
our energies into getting something done for
America. Will you help us do that? Will all
of you help us do that? Stand up if you believe
in it. Stand up if you’ll fight for it. We can
do this, and I want you to help.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:14 p.m. at the
Washington Hilton Hotel. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Terence McAuliffe and Ann Dibble Jor-
dan, cochairs, and Craig Smith and Debbie
Willhite, co-executive directors, Presidential Inau-
gural Committee. A portion of these remarks
could not be verified because the tape was incom-
plete.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the Emergency With Respect
to Terrorists Who Threaten To Disrupt the Middle East Peace Process
January 21, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies

Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a notice stat-
ing that the emergency is to continue in effect
beyond the anniversary date. In accordance with

this provision, I have sent the enclosed notice
to the Federal Register for publication, stating
that the emergency declared with respect to
grave acts of violence committed by foreign ter-
rorists that disrupt the Middle East peace proc-
ess, is to continue in effect beyond January 23,
1997. The first notice continuing this emergency
was published in the Federal Register last year
on January 22, 1996.


