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material input. Very interesting, so I'm glad you
did it.

[At this point, Secretary of Education Richard
Riley commented on standards in education, and
then the students continued their demonstra-
tion.]

The President. The one thing | would say
to you—we have to go, but you are going to
live in the most exciting period of time in
human history, in terms of what people can
do with their minds and their imaginations and
what people can do on their own. It's going
to be a very, very exciting time. But it will
only be an exciting time for people who can
access it. That's why the learning is so impor-
tant.

Someday you may be building—one of you
may be building trains that go 500 miles an
hour, that people get in, and therefore, then,
they don't pollute the air. And they all travel
together, so they can read while they’re studying
during their commute times. You may be doing

things you can’t even imagine now because of
what you're learning.

And that’s the thing | would emphasize. You
can’t imagine what someday you might be doing
with what you’re just now learning here. And
I envy you in that way. | think that the 21st
century will be a time of enormous possibility
for young people like you, and all you really
need to tap it is a great education. And I'm
glad you're getting it.

Thank you.

Teacher. |1 know they can do it. Well, thank
you so much. We're very pleased to have you
come.

The President. I'm glad to see you. Thank
you.

Teacher. Thank you for coming.

The President. 1 wish I could see all the cars
driving. What you should do, you should make
a movie of this. You should have everybody—
inspire classes all over America.

NoTe: The President spoke at 11:05 a.m. in the
eighth grade science classroom.
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Thank you very much. First of all, let me
thank Mary Hamblet for her introduction and
for that fine statement about the thrill of teach-
ing and the changes of teaching. Would all the
teachers in the audience please stand? Thank
you very much. [Applause] I thank you all very,
very much.

Thank you, Dr. Kimmelman, for your leader-
ship in the First in the World Consortium. |
thank all the other superintendents and adminis-
trators who are here. Thank you, Congressman
Porter, for your leadership for education and,
I might add, for your leadership for safe streets
in the United States, in the Congress. | appre-
ciate that very much.

Thank you, Secretary Riley. Everything Dr.
Kimmelman said about you was true, even if
you did have to write his speech for him.
[Laughter] | like it that the Secretary of Edu-
cation is prouder of being a grandfather than
anything else in his life. | think that's a good
signal for America’s future.
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We're glad to be joined today also by Mayor
Daley and Congressman Blagojevich. Welcome.
Cook County Assessor Tom Hines; your State
senator, Cathy Parker. Welcome. Thank you for
being here. Village presidents Nancy Firfer and
Mark Damisch, thank you also for coming. |
thank the Glenbrook Concert Orchestra for the
music. Thank you all.

I am honored to be here with all of you,
humbled and encouraged by your passionate
commitment to education. | came today to talk
about your remarkable success, hoping it will
reverberate all across America and people will
want to know what has been done here and
how, and to talk about why and how this must
be done all across America.

As we come to the end of this century and
set about the business of preparing America for
the next century, as | said in my Inaugural Ad-
dress, it is especially important that we be able
to say we have kept the American dream of
opportunity alive for all of our children. I think



