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some day, you know, Michael may have the
kinds of things that we—you know, he scored
51 points last night. His team has a bad night,
and it happens to be on the night he’s having
a good night—you know, he can do something
like that. Someday we may take it for granted,
that level of achievement. Some day there may
be 20, 30 players in this league who can do
that, just because of the level of competition
they’re bringing out of one another—you know,
the way they’re growing and going. But——

Mr. Hunt. I’ll never have time for anything
else if that happens, Mr. President. I’m just
going to go to those games.

The President. No, it’s just fascinating to
watch. But I think, for me, he’s the—because
he has both offensive and defensive skills and
a level of physical mobility and control, the com-
bination of those things that I’ve never seen
it before.

Super Bowl XXXI
Mr. Hunt. Let me ask you one final question.

You will never run again for national office.
You’re going to retire undefeated from that. So
you don’t have to worry about Wisconsin’s 11
electoral votes or Massachusetts’ 12. Who’s
going to win the Super Bowl on Sunday, Packers
or Patriots?

The President. I still have feelings for those
places. [Laughter] I’ll give you an analysis. I
won’t call it.

Mr. Hunt. All right.
The President. I think, first of all, there’s an

enormous psychological energy coming out of
Green Bay. They’ve waited a long time to get
back to the Super Bowl. They had this proud
heritage. And it really is a home team. They
don’t have the kind of—they never worry about
the team moving. They don’t have to worry
about the franchise leaving if you don’t build
a new stadium. They don’t have to worry about
building a skybox for wealthy people—you know,
keep the money coming in. And it’s always going
to be sold out, because it belongs to the com-
munity and the leaders of the community.

And I think that, plus the fact that they
played a very tough NFC schedule and ranked
first in offense and third in defense and they’ve
got great wideouts and great tight ends and a
good running program. You know, that’s a very
rare thing to see that. I think that gives them
a lot going.

Now, the flip side is the New England team
has come alive defensively in the last five games
in a way that’s highly unusual. You rarely—if
something funny—something fundamentally dif-
ferent has happened to them. And it’s the one
thing that makes me believe that—you know,
the last several Super Bowls, the NFC team
has won fairly handily. But if you look at the
fact that the Patriots have a very skilled quarter-
back, a fabulous coach who is very savvy in
circumstances like this——

Mr. Hunt. And has been there before.
The President. ——and been there before.

And something happened, it was almost like a
transformation of their defense in the last half
dozen games of this year. I think you have to
say that this could be the most interesting Super
Bowl we’ve had in a long time.

Mr. Hunt. You’re not going to predict the
winner. Will you predict a close game?

The President. Yes, I will. I think that this
is likely to be a—I think it is likely to be a
closer game than the last four or five we’ve
seen. The problem has been, you know, that
the NFC basically has been beefier. So when
a team—when the Cowboys or the 49ers come
out of it as they have tended to come out the
last several years, not only do they have this
great reservoir of talent, but this great reservoir
of talent was tested in a steady way during the
year. So that when the best team came out
of the AFC, they even—not only have they
had—very often they weren’t as strong pound
for pound, particularly in physical strength. That
was the thing that the Cowboys had, you know,
on both sides of the line. In the end they would
win at the end on their just brute strength as
much as anything else. But the AFC teams
hadn’t been subject to that level of competition
on a sustained basis.

I think this may be a little different. And
as I said, you’ve got to ask yourself what hap-
pened to this team that turned it into a, literally,
a brilliant defensive team in the last third of
this year. There’s something there. And I think
it’s—we’ve got a chance to see an exciting game.

Mr. Hunt. We’ll watch on Sunday. And on
that note, Mr. President, I want to thank you
very much again for being one of our first guests
on S-Plus.

The President. Thank you.


