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Jan. 22 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997

NOTE: The interview began at 5:06 p.m. at the
Chicago Cultural Center. This interview was re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary in two
parts: Part I was released on January 22, and part
II was released on January 24. In his remarks,

the President referred to former Senator John C.
Danforth; John Thompson, Georgetown Univer-
sity men’s basketball coach; and Dennis Rodman,
Chicago Bulls basketball player.

Statement on Senate Confirmation of Madeleine K. Albright as Secretary
of State and William S. Cohen as Secretary of Defense
January 22, 1997

I applaud the Senate for acting so swiftly on
the nominations of Madeleine Albright and Wil-
liam Cohen. In confirming both Ambassador
Albright as Secretary of State and Senator
Cohen as Secretary of Defense by unanimous
votes, the Senate has recognized the extraor-
dinary capabilities of these two outstanding indi-
viduals.

Equally important, the Senate has sent a
strong signal to the world of its determination
to work in a constructive and bipartisan spirit
with the administration on our Nation’s foreign

policy and national defense. I welcome that re-
solve. Nothing is more important for maintaining
America’s leadership in the world than preserv-
ing the bipartisan consensus on national security
policy that was so vital to our success in World
War II and the cold war. I look forward to
a continuation of that spirit of bipartisan co-
operation as the Senate takes up the nomina-
tions of Congressman Bill Richardson to be Am-
bassador to the United Nations and Anthony
Lake to be Director of Central Intelligence.

Remarks at the Swearing-In of Madeleine K. Albright as Secretary of State
and an Exchange With Reporters
January 23, 1997

The President. Welcome. Mr. Vice President,
Secretary-designate Albright, members of your
family, Senator Helms, Senator Mikulski. Is
Congressman Hamilton here? Under Secretary
Tarnoff. I’m very pleased to preside at Mad-
eleine Albright’s swearing-in today. I thank the
Senate for its swift and unanimous approval of
her nomination. That reflects the confidence
that all of us have in this remarkable American.
It also sends a strong signal of the Senate’s
willingness to work with us to fashion a con-
structive and bipartisan foreign policy to advance
the national interest of America.

This is a time of great hope and opportunity.
If we are going to realize its promise, we must
recognize that our global leadership is essential.
In the next century, no less than this one, Amer-
ica must continue to be the world’s greatest
force for peace and freedom and prosperity.
Madeleine Albright has the strength and wisdom

to help ensure that America remains the indis-
pensable nation.

Arriving on our shores as a refugee from tyr-
anny and oppression, she worked her way up
with determination and character to attain our
Nation’s highest diplomatic office. She knows
from her life’s experience that freedom has its
price and democracy its rewards. Her story is
the best of America’s story, told with courage,
compassion, and conviction.

As our U.N. Ambassador these last 4 years,
she has stood unflinchingly for America’s inter-
est and values. Now as our Secretary of State,
she will help lead the effort to build a world
where America makes the most of its partner-
ships with friends and allies around the world,
where America leads the fight for a world that
is safer from weapons of terror and mass de-
struction, where America leads the fight for a
world that is safer from organized crime, drug


