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thirds of the high school graduates will go on
to college.

I am trying to see that every high school
classroom, every middle school and elementary
school classroom, and every library in this coun-
try are hooked up to the Internet by the year
2000. Let me tell you what that piece of paper
says that just blew away—it says that just 2
days ago, every classroom in Mission High
School was hooked up to the Internet, well
ahead of schedule. Congratulations to you. Now
some of the classrooms will become laboratories
for the Nation as you begin using state-of-the-
art video conferencing to take advanced college
courses, as well as virtual field trips all around
the world. Congratulations. I want America to
see you and know that all children can learn
and every school can improve. You have proved
it, and I want you to stay on the course.

I want America to have an educational system
where every 8-year-old can read, every 12-year-
old can log on to the Internet, every 18-year-
old can go to college, and every adult can keep
on learning for a lifetime. We have to have
high standards and proven reforms, the best use
of new technology, help to the children who
need it, and a real commitment to the propo-
sition that every child can learn.

We have to work to reduce the dropout rate.
We have to convince many of our students, in-
terestingly enough, especially in Latino commu-
nities throughout the United States, that what
used to be a good thing to do, to drop out
of school and go to work to help your family,
can now in fact hurt your family and hurt your
future because there is so much difference today
between what someone with an education can
learn and what someone who leaves high school
before graduation can learn. That message has
to be hammered home. And again I say, to-
gether we can do it, and you are setting an
example here in Mission. And I thank you for
that.

I also came here with a guarantee, one that
is embodied in the sign that I stand in front
of, for young people and for adults who work
hard and achieve in the classroom, the results
will pay off. Just a week ago, we began a new
era in American education. Thanks to brand new
HOPE scholarships and other initiatives, money
is now no longer an obstacle to any American
going to college. For the first time in this coun-
try’s history, we can literally say we have opened
the doors of college to everyone who has the

22

desire and who has the preparation to go. That
is a signal, important achievement for the
United States.

Ladies and gentlemen, I loved it, and I think
you did, too, when Elizabeth said that I was
the first sitting President to come here not run-
ning for election. But I did come here in 1992
running for election, and I saw good, hard-work-
ing Americans, patriotic Americans, people who
always answer the call of service when their
country needs them, people who love their fami-
lies and believe in their children and desperately
want a better future for their communities. And
I said I wanted us to take a new direction to
the 21st century to make the American dream
alive for every person who was willing to work
for it, to make every American, without regard
to race or background, part of our American
community, and to do what is necessary to keep
America the world’s leading force for peace and
freedom and prosperity.

And the bargain I offered the American peo-
ple was opportunity for everyone who is respon-
sible, but we must have responsibility for every-
one if we want opportunity, and a community
in which everyone was part of our national fam-
ily. The Government’s job in that kind of Amer-
ica is to create the conditions and give people
the tools to make the most of their own lives.
That is what we have tried to do with the econ-
omy, and we must do more. That’s what we
talked about this morning in our community
leaders meeting, and that is what we must do
with education.

Right now, our approach looks pretty good.
Our Nation is on a roll. Just this morning we
learned that the economy added another
370,000 jobs last month. That means 14.3 mil-
lion new jobs for Americans in the last 5 years.
The deficit has been reduced by 90 percent,
and next year, for the first time in three dec-
ades, we will have a balanced budget. Wages
are rising for ordinary working people for the
first time in 20 years. Hispanic unemployment
is dropping. Record rates of small business
growth are occurring. Hispanic-American new
small businesses are being started at 3 times
the national average rate. There are hundreds
of thousands of new Latino homeowners in
America, and we have over two-thirds of the
American people in their own homes for the
first time in our history.

Despite these gains, you and I know that His-
panic family income is not yet on the rise, and



