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globalization of the world economy and the ex-
plosion of information and technology and
science, and how it’s bringing us all closer to-
gether. And what everybody wants to know is,
is everyone going to have a chance to participate
in this new economy, or are some people going
to be left behind? Are we going to have a higher
level of citizenship and a higher level of society,
or are we going to be thrown to the winds
of chaos and anarchy by having global market-
place dominate democratic institutions and peo-
ple?

There is a lot of anxiety about that out there,
not only in our country but throughout the
world. Our answer is to help people who are
dislocated resume their normal lives as quickly
as possible. And we have a plan to do more
of that, to invest more in communities that have
been left behind, invest more in people who
need to upgrade their skills, give people tax
incentives to invest in areas where the unem-
ployment is too high. But don’t let America run
away from the rest of the world. America should
be embracing the rest of the world and setting
a standard of cooperation and an advance of
freedom and democracy and prosperity at the
same time. That’s what your Congressman be-
lieves, and I appreciate that.

Thank you all for what has been an unbeliev-
ably wonderful day. I’ll remember this day for

the rest of my life. I flew all the way down
from New York City last night. I didn’t get
in until about 2 o’clock in the morning. And
I got up this morning wondering if I would
be tired, but all the faces I have seen and the
stories I have imagined have kept me going.

But you remember what I said: Politics is
nothing more than people organized to pursue
their common destiny. Our political system gives
free people the assurance, number one, that
their voice counts; number two, that they can
make changes if they get together, and they
can prevail; and number three, there will always
be some limits on the Government so they can’t
be abused. And within that, politics gives us
the chance to imagine what kind of life stories
we want all of our people to have.

I hope the people I met on that ropeline
will remember it for the rest of their lives, but
I will, too. And when I go back to Washington,
I’ll be thinking what I have to do is to create
more good stories. If we can do that, the Amer-
ican people will take care of the rest.

Thank you, and God bless you all. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:26 a.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to re-
ception hosts Alonzo and Yoli Cantu; Representa-
tive Hinojosa’s wife, Marty; and Garry Mauro,
Texas State land commissioner.
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Thank you very much. Thank you. Thank you.
I believe that we should begin by giving Alma
another hand. She did a great job, didn’t she?
Thank you. [Applause]

I want to thank Secretary Riley for his work
and for coming here with me today. I want
to say a very special word of thanks to your
fine Congressman, Solomon Ortiz. Thanks to his
leadership, you are finally going to have the
Port of Brownsville bridge you need so much.
Thank you, Congressman Ortiz.

I’d like to thank the State legislators who are
here, Representatives Oliveira and Solis; Judge
Hinojosa; the city commissioners; the city man-
ager; President Juliet Garcia, UT-Brownsville;
Mayor Gonzalez. I’d like to thank Congressman

Rubén Hinojosa for coming over with me, and
Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee.

I’d like to say, too, that my family and our
administration feel that we owe a lot to Browns-
ville. The First Lady was here about a year
ago, and Hillary told me that she kind of re-
sented my coming back without her today. This
community has given two of our real stars to
the Clinton-Gore administration, first of all, the
president of the Overseas Private Investment
Corporation, one of 12 children here, George
Muñoz, and his parents are both here. Thank
you, George, and thank you, Mr. and Mrs.
Muñoz. And second, our Secretary of Energy
Federico Peña, whose parents, Gustavo and
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