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give more young people the chance to serve
in their community and then help them go on
to college if they do.

I’d also like to thank Secretary Riley for his
work and for being here with me today. And
I want to say a special word of appreciation
to your Congresswoman, Sheila Jackson Lee.
She is a remarkable person. She has supported
the efforts that I have done my best to make
on your behalf to improve education and to
improve economic opportunities, to reach out
to the rest of the world and make America
strong in the 21st century. She has done a re-
markable job, and I’m honored to be in her
district today.

I’d also like to thank Congressman Lampson
for coming. And I want to say a special word
of appreciation to your new mayor, Lee Brown,
and thank him publicly for his service in my
Cabinet. We could nearly have a Cabinet meet-
ing today, we almost have a quorum because
our former Treasury Secretary, your former Sen-
ator, Lloyd Bentsen, and his wife, B.A., are
here, clearly one of the most successful Treasury
Secretaries in the entire history of the United
States. You should be very proud of that.

And lastly, of course, I want to thank your
immediate former mayor, Bob Lanier, and his
wonderful wife, Elyse, for their friendship to
me and for their service to the city of Houston.
I have told people all across the United States,
I have never met a more gifted public servant
than Bob Lanier.

Before I get into my comment about edu-
cation, let me try to put it into some larger
context. I wanted to have all the young people
here today because I wanted this to be a meet-
ing about your future. I thank my friend Jen-
nifer Holliday for coming here to sing and for
that magnificent song she sang just before I
came out. There really is a dream out there
with your name on it, but you have to go get
it. And I want you to see your dreams and
your life against a larger landscape of America’s
dream and America’s life.

We already have one foot in the 21st century,
and it’s a time that will be very, very different
from the immediate past. How will it be dif-
ferent? Well, you know and you see and you
feel it here in Texas. First of all, there will
be the phenomenon of globalization. People and
products and ideas and information will move
rapidly across national borders, both the borders
that touch us like Texas and Mexico and the

borders that are beyond the oceans that require
us to fly or to communicate in cyberspace.

Secondly, there is a phenomenal revolution
in information and science and technology. Not
only can children in Houston communicate with
children in Australia on the Internet or go into
libraries in Europe to do research, but the very
mysteries of the human gene are being unrav-
eled now in ways that offer breathtaking possi-
bilities to preserve the quality and the length
of human life, to fight back disease, and to
bring people together at a higher level of hu-
manity than we’ve ever known. That’s all very
encouraging.

We also know that as the borders between
people break down, we’re more vulnerable to
the problems of other people, and our neighbors
are more than just the people that live next
door to us. People all around the world are
our neighbors now. We see a remarkable spread
of malaria, for example, around the world, and
a lot of people getting it in airports and bringing
it to other countries as they travel between air-
ports. We know that chemical and biological
weapons can be made in small quantities and
can do a lot of damage, and people can carry
them around across national borders. So we
know that not only with our possibilities but
also with our problems, our challenges, we are
more interdependent. And yet, we have to de-
pend more on ourselves, as well. That’s why
education is so important.

My goal for your country, when I’m gone
from the Presidency and all you young people
are living out your lives, is that you will live
in a new century in which the American dream
is alive and well for every single person who’s
responsible enough to work for it; in which your
country is still the world’s leading force for
peace and freedom and prosperity, recognizing
that we can’t do it alone, that we have to do
it as partners on good terms with as many peo-
ple who share our values as possible; and finally,
and key to the whole thing, that we will go
forward as one America, across all the lines that
divide us—the racial lines, the regional lines,
the income lines, the lines of ethnicity and reli-
gion—every single separation.

We’ll say, okay, we’ve got a lot of differences
in this country, and that makes us more inter-
esting. It makes life more interesting. We re-
spect those differences. We celebrate those dif-
ferences. But there are fundamental values that
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