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[Lieutenant Commander Huey read the citation,
and the President congratulated Ms. Astor and
presented the medal. ]

The President. In 1961, a young Air Force
psychiatrist in New Orleans saw a 6-year-old
black girl being heckled by an angry crowd.
The girl—Ruby Bridges was her name—did not
yell back but instead knelt down to pray. The
doctor, Robert Coles, was greatly moved. From
that moment on, he dedicated his life to healing
racial wounds, aiding children in crisis, and in-
spiring Americans to answer the call of citizen
service. As a Harvard professor and a prolific
documentarian of the American spirit, he has
been the beacon of social consciousness for
more than two generations of Americans, from
Robert Kennedy to the freshmen in college
today. There is hardly a person I know who
has ever read his books who has not been pro-
foundly changed. Hillary and I are personally
grateful to him just for those books, but his
life has elevated the morality and the spirituality
of the United States.

Commander, read the citation.

[Lieutenant Commander Huey read the citation,
and the President congratulated Dr. Coles and
presented the medal. ]

The President. Justin Dart literally opened the
doors of opportunities to millions of our citizens
by securing passage of one of the Nation’s land-
mark civil rights laws, the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act. Throughout his career, he has worn
many hats, and he’s wearing one of them today.
[Laughter] At the University of Houston, he led
bold efforts to promote integration. He went
on to become, in his own words, “a full-time
soldier in the trenches of justice,” turning every
State in the Nation to elevate disability rights
to the mainstream of political discourse. He
once said, “Life is not a game that requires
losers.” He has given millions a chance to win.
He has also been my guide in understanding
the needs of disabled Americans. And every
time I see him, he reminds me of the power
of heart and will. T don’t know that I've ever
known a braver person.

Commander, read the citation.

[Lieutenant Commander Huey read the citation,
and the President congratulated Mr. Dart and
presented the medal. ]

The President. In the spring of 1942, a man
fresh out of theology school sat down at the

counter of Chicago’s Jack Spratt Coffee Shop
and ordered a doughnut. Because he was black,
he was refused. Because his name was James
Farmer, he did not give in. He and the other
founders of the Congress of Racial Equality or-
ganized the Nation’s first sit-in and launched
an era of nonviolent protests for civil rights.
He went on to help bring down Jim Crow by
leading freedom rides, voter drives, and
marches, enduring repeated beatings and jailings
along the way. He has never sought the lime-
light and, until today, I frankly think he’s never
gotten the credit he deserves for the contribu-
tion he has made to the freedom of African-
Americans and other minorities and their equal
opportunities in America. But today he can’t
avoid the limelight, and his long-overdue rec-
ognition has come to pass.
Read the citation, Commander.

[Lieutenant Commander Huey read the citation,
and the President congratulated Mr. Farmer and

presented the medal. ]

The President. In 1976 the Girl Scouts of
America, one of our country’s greatest institu-
tions, was near collapse. Frances Hesselbein, a
former volunteer from Johnstown, Pennsylvania,
led them back, both in numbers and in spirit.
She achieved not only the greatest diversity in
the group’s long history but also its greatest
cohesion and, in so doing, made a model for
us all. In her current role as the president of
the Drucker Foundation for Nonprofit Manage-
ment, she has shared her remarkable recipe for
inclusion and excellence with countless organiza-
tions whose bottom line is measured not in dol-
lars but in changed lives. Since Mrs. Hesselbein
forbids the use of hierarchical words like “up”
and “down” when she’s around—[laughter]—I
will call this pioneer for women, voluntarism,
diversity, and opportunity not up but forward
to be recognized.

Commander, read the citation.

[Lieutenant Commander Huey read the citation,
and the President congratulated Mrs. Hesselbein
and presented the medal.]

The President. In 1942 an ordinary American
took an extraordinary stand. Fred Korematsu
boldly opposed the forced internment of Japa-
nese-Americans during World War II. After
being convicted for failing to report for reloca-
tion, Mr. Korematsu took his case all the way
to the Supreme Court. The high court ruled
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