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against him. But 39 years later, he had his con-
viction overturned in Federal court, empowering
tens of thousands of Japanese-Americans and
giving him what he said he wanted most of
all, the chance to feel like an American once
again. In the long history of our country’s con-
stant search for justice, some names of ordinary
citizens stand for millions of souls: Plessy,
Brown, Parks. To that distinguished list, today
we add the name of Fred Korematsu.

Commander, read the citation.

[Lieutenant Commander Huey read the citation,
and the President congratulated Mr. Korematsu
and presented the medal.]

The President. As our mutual friend Mack
McLarty once said, ‘‘Receiving advice from Sol
Linowitz on international diplomacy is like get-
ting trumpet lessons from the Angel Gabriel.’’
[Laughter] Sol Linowitz has answered his call—
his Nation’s call many, many times. Over his
distinguished career, he has always been willing
to extend the hand of peace, freedom, and pros-
perity to our neighbors all over the world. With
his admired style of quiet and conciliatory diplo-
macy, he has helped President Carter negotiate
the Panama Canal treaties. He made great
strides in the peace process in the Middle East.
He worked to provide aid to starving Cam-
bodians. He has been our administration’s guid-
ing spirit for expanding cooperation throughout
our hemisphere. If every world leader had half
the vision Sol Linowitz does, we’d have about
a tenth as many problems as we’ve got in this
whole world today. He’s also led here at home,
working to address problems of racism and pov-
erty, always giving generously of his time no
matter how busy he is. Sol Linowitz is an Amer-
ican patriot of the highest order.

Commander, read the citation.

[Lieutenant Commander Huey read the citation,
and the President congratulated Mr. Linowitz
and presented the medal.]

The President. When Wilma Mankiller was
10, she and her family were relocated from
Cherokee lands in Oklahoma to San Francisco.
But it was in San Francisco during the civil
rights era that she found her voice and a belief
in the power to make change. Later, Wilma
Mankiller returned to Oklahoma and became
chief of the Cherokee Nation. During her two
terms in office—and I might add, she won re-
election by 82 percent—[laughter]—she was not

only the guardian of the centuries-old Cherokee
heritage but a revered leader who built a bright-
er and healthier future for her nation. When
she stepped down as chief, the Cherokee Nation
wept. We know today’s honor will bring tears
of joy to many in both our Nations.

Commander, read the citation.

[Lieutenant Commander Huey read the citation,
and the President congratulated Ms. Mankiller
and presented the medal.]

The President. For Mardy Murie, wilderness
is personal. She and her husband, Olaus, spent
their honeymoon—listen to this—on a 550-mile
dogsled expedition—[laughter]—through the
Brooks Mountain Range of Alaska—fitting for
a couple whose love for each other was matched
only by their love of nature. And they certainly
must have known each other better after the
trip was over. [Laughter] After her husband
died, Mrs. Murie built on their five decades
of work together. She became the prime mover
in the creation of one of America’s great na-
tional treasures, the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge, and blazed trails for generations of con-
servationists. Today, amidst the fir and spruce
of the high Tetons, she shares her wisdom with
everyone who passes by, from ordinary hikers
to the President and the First Lady, inspiring
us all to conserve our pristine lands and pre-
serve her glorious legacy.

Commander, read the citation.

[Lieutenant Commander Huey read the citation,
and the President congratulated Mrs. Murie and
presented the medal.]

The President. In 1970 Mario Obledo received
a complaint that a public swimming pool in
Texas was barring Mexican-Americans at the
gate. He decided to travel 200 miles to take
a swim. [Laughter] He was turned away and
he filed suit. When Mr. Obledo won, even the
joy in the courthouse could not match that of
Mexican-American children whose civil rights
had been defended as, finally, they had a chance
to jump into that public pool. As cofounder of
the Mexican American Legal Defense and Edu-
cation Fund and the National Hispanic Bar As-
sociation, as chairman of the Rainbow Coalition,
Mario Obledo has expanded opportunity for
Americans of every race and ethnic background.
Through the force of law and the power of
the vote, he has enhanced the character and
condition of America.
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