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Commander, read the citation.

[Lieutenant Commander Huey read the citation,
and the President congratulated Mr. Obledo and
presented the medal. ]

The President. After he was decorated on the
beaches of Normandy and had begun to serve
as a law clerk for Justice Felix Frankfurter, El-
liot Richardson had a strange request for his
distinguished boss. The brilliant young renais-
sance man asked if he could have an uninter-
rupted hour every morning to read poetry. Alas,
he was refused. [Laughter] That effort failed,
but little else has failed in Elliot Richardson’s
versatile, indefatigable career. He gave coura-
geous and deeply moral service to our Nation
as Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare;
Secretary of Defense; Ambassador to the United
Kingdom; Secretary of Commerce—where he
actually painted his own official portrait—{laugh-
ter]—and of course, as Attorney General, where
on one difficult Saturday night, he saved the
Nation from a constitutional crisis with his cour-
age and moral clarity. No public servant is more
beloved by those who have served him. No pub-
lic servant has shown greater respect for the
Constitution he has served. And it is my great
honor to award him the Medal of Freedom
today.

Commander, please read the citation.

[Lieutenant Commander Huey read the citation,
and the President congratulated Mr. Richardson
and presented the medal.]

The President. Rockefeller is a name that res-
onates throughout American history. It means
not only private success and wealth but also
an abiding sense of public responsibility. David
Rockefeller is the standard-bearer of this family
and this tradition for making unprecedented
commitments to biomedical research, to sending
tens of thousands of retired executives—all vol-
unteers—to developing nations in need of advice
and skills. In every region of the world, heads
of state seek his counsel. But whether he is
addressing the King of Spain or a fellow beetle
collector he meets by chance, he treats everyone
with exactly the same impeccable courtesy and
respect, as I learned when I met him a good
while before anyone but my mother thought
I could become President. [Laughter] David
Rockefeller is a gentleman, a statesman, a schol-
ar, and most important, a genuine humanitarian
of the likes our Nation has rarely seen.

Commander, read the citation.

[Lieutenant Commander Huey read the citation,
and the President congratulated Mr. Rockefeller
and presented the medal.]

The President. You know, I hate to break the
gravity of the moment, but I have now some-
thing else to thank you for. David, I've been
wondering how we can get this ceremony out
into the popular consciousness. And with the
mention in the citation of the Trilateral Com-
mission, I know we’re going to be on talk radio
all over America today, so thank you very much.
[Laughter]

Albert Shanker illuminated our Nation’s path
toward educating our children with devastating
honesty, sharp wit, and profound wisdom. He
was one of the most important teachers of the
20th century. In 1983, when the “Nation At
Risk” report challenged us to do far more to
raise educational standards for all our children,
Al Shanker was one of the very first to answer
the call. That began for me, a young Governor
who cared a lot about education, one of the
most remarkable working relationships of my en-
tire life. For Al Shanker was for me and so
many others a model, a mentor, a friend, a
leader of immense stature who always spoke
his mind, no matter how unpopular the thought.
We miss him dearly, but we are comforted to
know that many others carry on his mission and
that his wife, Edie, is here with us today to
accept this award, which he so richly deserves,
in his honor.

Commander, read the citation.

[Lieutenant Commander Huey read the citation,
and the President congratulated Mrs. Shanker
and presented the medal.]

The President. These days, Elmo “Bud”
Zumwalt introduces himself as “a former sailor.”
That’s sort of like calling Henry Ford a former
car salesman. [Laughter] In 1970 Bud Zumwalt
became the youngest man in our country’s his-
tory to rise to the rank of Commander of Naval
Operations, the Navy’s top post. There, he
earned billing as the Navy’s most popular leader
since World War II for his bold efforts to mod-
ernize Navy life. He is a genuine patriot with
an astonishing life story that includes a remark-
able wife, whom we met a year or two ago
in Russia—in China, I'm sorry. But more than
most Americans who have served our country
with distinction, Admiral Zumwalt paid a deeply
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