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personal price for his leadership of the Navy
during the Vietnam War, for his son, a junior
officer in the war, died of a cancer linked to
his exposure to Agent Orange in Vietnam. The
remarkable thing was Admiral Zumwalt’s re-
sponse. He dedicated himself to fighting for
those with war-related ailments. He established
the first national marrow donor program to help
cancer patients in need. He never stopped fight-
ing for the interests, the rights, and the dignity
of those soldiers and sailors and airmen and
marines and their families. Hillary and I have
been deeply blessed to know Bud Zumwalt and
his wife, Mouza, and their family very well. Yes,
he is a former sailor. He is also one of the
greatest models of integrity and leadership and
genuine humanity our Nation has ever pro-
duced.

Commander, please read the citation.
Did you think I was going to change my

mind? [Laughter]

[Lieutenant Commander Huey read the citation,
and the President congratulated Admiral
Zumwalt and presented the medal.]

The President. Before we move to the State
Dining Room for the reception in honor of our
awardees, I’d like to close with a brief note
about the future.

Hillary and I and the Vice President, indeed,
our entire administration, are going to be work-
ing hard in the coming months to help the
American people imagine what the 21st century
can bring. As of today, that new century is just
a little more than 700 days away—which, as
you reflect on the remarkable lives we have
celebrated today, is not a lot of time.

But I went back and checked. It’s about the
same amount of time that, from 1961 to 1963,
an active citizen named King helped James Mer-
edith go to college, stood up to Bull Connor,
wrote a letter from a jail in Birmingham, helped
to organize the March on Washington, and gave
a little speech—his main line was ‘‘I have a
dream.’’ Not a bad 700 days’ work.

We must resolve to use our time just as wise-
ly. As we have learned today from the remark-
able lives of the people we celebrate, some of
whom span nearly this entire century, even a
long, long life doesn’t take long to live, and
passes in the flash of an eye. They have shown
us that if we live it well, we can leave this
Earth better for our children.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10 a.m. in the East
Room at the White House.

Remarks on Tobacco Marketing to Youth and an Exchange With Reporters
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The President. Before I leave for New York,
I want to say a few words about the disturbing
news that a major tobacco company appears to
have targeted children to encourage them to
begin smoking. For 5 years, we’ve done every-
thing in our power to protect our children from
the dangers of tobacco. I’ve called for strong
bipartisan legislation to reduce smoking, espe-
cially by young people. The documents that
came to light today show more than ever why
it is absolutely imperative that Congress take
action now to get tobacco companies out of the
business of marketing cigarettes to children. Re-
ducing teen smoking has always been America’s
bottom line, and that’s this administration’s bot-
tom line; now, it should become the industry’s
bottom line.

I’m confident that every Member of Congress,
without regard to party, who reviews these docu-
ments will resolve to make 1998 the year that
we actually pass comprehensive legislation to
protect our children and the public health.

Thank you.

Secretary of Labor Alexis M. Herman
Q. Mr. President, did Alexis Herman take

money to peddle influence in your administra-
tion?

The President. I don’t believe that for a
minute.

Situation in Iraq
Q. What are you doing about Iraq to put

teeth into the statement?
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