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And we know from study after study after
study that there are smart people, there are
people who can organize, there are people who
can lead, there are people who can innovate,
there are people who can create in areas in
America where there is no economic activity.
Very often they wind up showing their leader-
ship in less constructive ways. But they need
to have an alternative. You can lead in creating
that alternative.

We’re going to do everything we can to put
more on the table, to be a better partner, to
give you more options, to support the city, to
support the State, to support the private sector,
to support these community groups. But you
know as well as I do, just as no government
can follow irresponsible policies and stand up
against the winds of the global marketplace, no
government alone can bring opportunity to the
people and the places that have been left be-
hind. We’ll do our part, but you have to do
yours.

I thank Reverend Jackson for his insight, that
he has said for years and years and years you
are missing a market here. This is America’s
opportunity to close the opportunity gap. Let’s
seize it.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3 p.m. in the Win-
dows on the World restaurant at the World Trade
Center. In his remarks, he referred to civil rights
leader Jesse Jackson and his daughter Santita;
Richard Grasso, chairman and chief executive offi-
cer, New York Stock Exchange; Tom Jones, vice
chair, The Travelers Group, Inc.; U.N. Ambas-
sador Bill Richardson; New York State Assembly-
man Gregory Meeks; Lt. Gov. Betsy McCaughey
Ross of New York; H. Carl McCall, State comp-
troller; Sheldon Silver, State assembly speaker;
Mark Green, New York City public advocate;
Peter F. Vallone, New York City council speaker;
and Clarence Avant, chairman, Motown Records.
The President also referred to the League of
United Latin American Citizens (LULAC).
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Thank you very much. Mr. Mayor, Commis-
sioner, Congressman Nadler, Congresswoman
Maloney, thank you for being here. And I want
to thank our Associate Attorney General, Ray
Fisher, for coming up with me today.

Let me say that, first, I want to congratulate
all the men and women in the police force in
New York City, the ones who are standing be-
hind me, the ones who are out there in the
audience, and the ones who are out there on
the beat. There has been an amazing turnaround
in America’s fight against crime in the last few
years. It has basically been brought about with
a new philosophy rooted in community police
officers, better prevention, smarter and tougher
punishment.

The mayor and I have shared that philosophy.
He and many others in both parties worked
hard for the passage of the crime bill in 1994.
And it was a fascinating debate I’ll never forget
as long as I live. Because the crime bill was
essentially written by law enforcement officials—
I see Tom nodding his head—grassroots law en-

forcement officials across America, there was an
astonishing amount of unanimity about it among
Republicans and Democrats at the grassroots
level. The only political problems we had with
the crime bill were those that were basically
occasioned, frankly, by the NRA and others
when we got to supplementing rhetoric over
reality at the debate of the crime bill. But now
the evidence is in, and we know who was right
and who wasn’t.

The efforts embodied in the crime bill and
the policies of cities all across America have
brought the crime rate down to a 25-year low.
That’s an astonishing achievement. In the last
5 years alone, there’s been a 22 percent drop
in the murder rate nationwide, a 16 percent
drop in the rate of violent crime. In neighbor-
hoods where children couldn’t walk to school
alone, where elderly people double-locked them-
selves in their homes, people are beginning to
feel confident and safe again. And community
policing is at the heart of the new philosophy.
It has done more to bring the crime rate down
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