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Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998 / Jan. 16

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:45 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to former Senator Bob Dole; former
National Security Adviser Zbigniew Brzezinski;

and philanthropist George Soros, chairman, Soros
Fund Management, LCC. He also referred to the
Support for East European Democracy (SEED)
Program.

A Charter of Partnership Among the United States of America and the
Republic of Estonia, Republic of Latvia, and Republic of Lithuania
January 16, 1998

Preamble

The United States of America, the Republic
of Estonia, the Republic of Latvia, and the Re-
public of Lithuania, hereafter referred to as
Partners.

Sharing a common vision of a peaceful and
increasingly integrated Europe, free of divisions,
dedicated to democracy, the rule of law, free
markets, and respect for the human rights and
fundamental freedoms of all people;

Recognizing the historic opportunity to build
a new Europe, in which each state is secure
in its internationally-recognized borders and re-
spects the independence and territorial integrity
of all members of the transatlantic community;

Determined to strengthen their bilateral rela-
tions as a contribution to building this new Eu-
rope, and to enhance the security of all states
through the adaptation and enlargement of Eu-
ropean and transatlantic institutions;

Committed to the full development of human
potential within just and inclusive societies at-
tentive to the promotion of harmonious and eq-
uitable relations among individuals belonging to
diverse ethnic and religious groups;

Avowing a common interest in developing co-
operative, mutually respectful relations with all
other states in the region;

Recalling the friendly relations that have been
continuously maintained between the United
States of America and the Republic of Estonia,
the Republic of Latvia, and the Republic of
Lithuania since 1922;

Further recalling that the United States of
America never recognized the forcible incorpo-
ration of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania into the
USSR in 1940 but rather regards their statehood
as uninterrupted since the establishment of their
independence, a policy which the United States
has restated continuously for five decades;

Celebrating the rich contributions that immi-
grants from Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania have
made to the multi-ethnic culture of the United
States of America, as well as the European herit-
age enjoyed by the United States as a bene-
ficiary of the contributions of intellectuals, art-
ists, and Hanseatic traders from the Baltic states
to the development of Europe; praising the con-
tributions of U.S. citizens to the liberation and
rebuilding of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania.

Affirm as a political commitment declared at
the highest level, the following principles and
procedures to guide their individual and joint
efforts to achieve the goals of this Charter.

Principles of Partnership
The United States of America has a real, pro-

found and enduring interest in the independ-
ence, sovereignty, and territorial integrity, and
security of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania.

The United States of America warmly wel-
comes the success of Estonia, Latvia, and Lith-
uania in regaining their freedom and resuming
their rightful places in the community of na-
tions.

The United States of America respects the
sacrifices and hardships undertaken by the peo-
ple of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania to re-estab-
lish their independence. It encourages efforts
by these states to continue to expand their polit-
ical, economic, security, and social ties with
other nations as full members of the trans-
atlantic community.

The Partners affirm their commitment to the
rule of law as a foundation for a transatlantic
community of free and democratic nations, and
to the responsibility of all just societies to pro-
tect and respect the human rights and civil lib-
erties of all individuals residing within their ter-
ritories.
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