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The Partners underscore their shared commit-
ment to the principles and obligations contained
in the United Nations Charter.

The Partners reaffirm their shared commit-
ment to the purposes, principles, and provisions
of the Helsinki Final Act and subsequent OSCE
documents, including the Charter of Paris and
the documents adopted at the Lisbon OSCE
Summit.

The Partners will observe in good faith their
commitments to promote and respect the stand-
ards for human rights embodied in the above-
mentioned Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe (OSCE) documents and in
the Universal Declaration on Human Rights.
They will implement their legislation protecting
such human rights fully and equitably.

The United States of America commends the
measures taken by Estonia, Latvia, and Lith-
uania to advance the integration of Europe by
establishing close cooperative relations among
themselves and with their neighbors, as well as
their promotion of regional cooperation through
their participation in fora such as the Baltic As-
sembly, Baltic Council of Ministers, and the
Council of Baltic Sea States.

Viewing good neighborly relations as funda-
mental to overall security and stability in the
transatlantic community, Estonia, Latvia, and
Lithuania reaffirm their determination to further
enhance bilateral relations between themselves
and with other neighboring states.

The Partners will intensify their efforts to pro-
mote the security, prosperity, and stability of
the region. The Partners will draw on the points
noted below in focusing their efforts to deepen
the integration of the Baltic states into trans-
atlantic and European institutions, promote co-
operation in security and defense, and develop
the economies of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania.

A Commitment to Integration

As part of a common vision of a Europe
whole and free, the Partners declare that their
shared goal is the full integration of Estonia,
Latvia, and Lithuania into European and trans-
atlantic political, economic, security and defense
institutions. Europe will not be fully secure un-
less Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania each are se-
cure.

The Partners reaffirm their commitment to
the principle, established in the Helsinki Final
Act, repeated in the Budapest and Lisbon
OSCE summit declarations, and also contained
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in the OSCE Code of Conduct on Politico-Mili-
tary Aspects of Security, that the security of
all states in the Euro-Atlantic community is indi-
visible.

The Partners further share a commitment to
the core principle, also articulated in the OSCE
Code of Conduct and reiterated in subsequent
OSCE summit declarations, that each state has
the inherent right to individual and collective
self-defense as well as the right freely to choose
its own security arrangements, including treaties
of alliance.

The Partners support the vital role being
played by a number of complementary institu-
tions and bodies—including the OSCE, the Eu-
ropean Union (EU), the West European Union
(WEU) the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO), the Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council
(EAPC), the Council of Europe (COE), and the
Council of Baltic Sea States (CBSS)—in achiev-
ing the partners’ shared goal of an integrated,
secure, and undivided Europe.

They believe that, irrespective of factors re-
lated to history or geography, such institutions
should be open to all European democracies
willing and able to shoulder the responsibilities
and obligations of membership, as determined
by those institutions.

The Partners welcome a strong and vibrant
OSCE dedicated to promoting democratic insti-
tutions, human rights, and fundamental free-
doms. They strongly support the OSCE’s role
as a mechanism to prevent, manage, and resolve
conflicts and crises.

Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania each reaffirm
their goal to become full members of all Euro-
pean and transatlantic institutions, including the
European Union and NATO.

The United States of America recalls its long-
standing support for the enlargement of the EU,
affirming it as a core institution in the new
Europe and declaring that a stronger, larger,
and outward-looking European Union will fur-
ther security and prosperity for all of Europe.

The Partners believe that the enlargement of
NATO will enhance the security of the United
States, Canada, and all the countries in Europe,
including those states not immediately invited
to membership or not currently interested in
membership.

The United States of America welcomes the
aspirations and supports the efforts of Estonia,
Latvia, and Lithuania to join NATO. It affirms
its view that NATO’s partners can become



