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members as each aspirant proves itself able and
willing to assume the responsibilities and obliga-
tions of membership, and as NATO determines
that the inclusion of these nations would serve
European stability and the strategic interests of
the Alliance.

The United States of America reiterates its
view that the enlargement of NATO is an on-
going process. It looks forward to future enlarge-
ments, and remains convinced that not only will
NATO’s door remain open to new members,
but that the first countries invited to member-
ship will not be the last. No non-NATO country
has a veto over Alliance decisions. The United
States notes the Alliance is prepared to strength-
en its consultations with aspirant countries on
the full range of issues related to possible NATO
membership.

The Partners welcome the results of the Ma-
drid Summit. They support the Alliance’s com-
mitment to an open door policy and welcome
the Alliance’s recognition of the Baltic states
as aspiring members of NATO. Estonia, Latvia,
and Lithuania pledge to deepen their close rela-
tions with the Alliance through the Euro-Atlan-
tic Partnership Council, the Partnership for
Peace, and the intensified dialogue process.

The Partners underscore their interest in Rus-
sia’s democratic and stable development and
support a strengthened NATO-Russia relation-
ship as a core element of their shared vision
of a new and peaceful Europe. They welcome
the signing of the NATO-Russia Founding Act
and the NATO-Ukraine Charter, both of which
further improve European security.

Security Cooperation
The Partners will consult together, as well

as with other countries, in the event that a Part-
ner perceives that its territorial integrity, inde-
pendence, or security is threatened or at risk.
The Partners will use bilateral and multilateral
mechanisms for such consultations.

The United States welcomes and appreciates
the contributions that Estonia, Latvia, and Lith-
uania have already made to European security
through the peaceful restoration of independ-
ence and their active participation in the Part-
nership for Peace. The United States also wel-
comes their contributions to IFOR, SFOR, and
other international peacekeeping missions.

Building on the existing cooperation among
their respective ministries of defense and armed
forces, the United States of America supports

the efforts of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania to
provide for their legitimate defense needs, in-
cluding development of appropriate and inter-
operable military forces.

The Partners welcome the establishment of
the Baltic Security Assistance Group
(BALTSEA) as an effective body for inter-
national coordination of security assistance to
Estonia’s, Latvia’s and Lithuania’s defense
forces.

The Partners will cooperate further in the
development and expansion of defense initiatives
such as the Baltic Peacekeeping Battalion
(BaltBat), the Baltic Squadron (Baltron), and the
Baltic airspace management regime (BaltNet),
which provide a tangible demonstration of prac-
tical cooperation enhancing the common security
of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania, and the trans-
atlantic community.

The Partners intend to continue mutually
beneficial military cooperation and will maintain
regular consultations, using the established Bilat-
eral Working Group on Defense and Military
Relations.

Economic Cooperation
The Partners affirm their commitment to free

market mechanisms as the best means to meet
the material needs of their people.

The United States of America commends the
substantial progress its Baltic Partners have
made to implement economic reform and devel-
opment and their transition to free market
economies.

Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania emphasize their
intention to deepen their economic integration
with Europe and the global economy, based on
the principles of free movement of people,
goods, capital and services.

Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania underscore
their commitment to continue market-oriented
economic reforms and to express their resolve
to achieve full integration into global economic
bodies, such as the World Trade Organization
(WTO) while creating conditions for smoothly
acceding to the European Union.

Noting this objective, the United States of
America will work to facilitate the integration
of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania with the world
economy and appropriate international economic
organizations, in particular the WTO and the
Organization for Economic Cooperation and De-
velopment (OECD), on appropriate commercial
terms.
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