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Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999 / Jan. 13

President Theodore Roosevelt; former Senator
Gaylord Nelson, Earth Day founder; and George
T. Frampton, Jr., Acting Chair, Council on Envi-

ronmental Quality. The transcript released by the
Office of the Press Secretary also included the
remarks of Vice President Al Gore.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Labor Leaders and an Exchange With
Reporters
January 13, 1999

The President. First of all, I want to thank
these distinguished leaders of the American
labor movement for coming here today for this
meeting. We are meeting to talk about the econ-
omy, the challenges we face in the 21st cen-
tury—in part, what I intend to say about it at
the State of the Union next week. We will be
discussing ways we can work together to save
Social Security, to renew our public schools, to
improve health care, and deal with a whole
range of other issues.

In large measure, opportunity for America’s
labor families and their children will depend
upon whether America can master the chal-
lenges of a global economy. We have worked
hard over the last year, as all of you know,
to deal with the global financial crisis and to
restore growth. I talked about that at the Detroit
Economic Club on Friday. This will require a
very vigorous set of actions this year, and a
part of it will involve the Congress, part of it
will involve our work with other nations over
the course of the year. But it will be very impor-
tant.

I have received a briefing this morning from
Secretary Rubin and my economic team on the
situation in Brazil, and on the developments in
the world markets. We are monitoring these de-
velopments closely, especially what is going on
in Brazil. We’ve been in contact with key Bra-
zilian Government officials, the G–7, and other
important countries. We’ve been in contact with
the International Monetary Fund. We have a
strong interest in seeing Brazil, with whom we
have worked on so many important things
around the world, carrying forward with its eco-
nomic reform plan, and succeed. And we cer-
tainly hope that they will.

At the present time, I think that’s about all
I have to say about developments there.

Senate Impeachment Trial
Q. Mr. President, what do you think will be

the outcome of the impeachment trial? We
know what your hopes are, but what do you
think is really going to happen?

The President. I think the Senate has to deal
with that. We filed our brief today. It makes
our case. The important thing for me is to spend
as little time thinking about that as possible and
as much time working on the issues we’re here
to discuss as possible. They have their job to
do in the Senate, and I have mine. And I intend
to do it. I intend——

Q. Well, do you fear any removal from office,
with the buildup of this case?

The President. I think that the brief speaks
for itself and the statements which have been
made by hundreds of constitutional experts and
others—I trust that the right thing will be done.
And I think, in the meanwhile, I need to work
on the business of the people.

Q. Mr. President, your impeachment is before
the Union, and you’re giving your State of the
Union Address. Don’t you think you should di-
rectly address that matter during your speech?

The President. I think the American people
have heard about that quite extensively over the
last year. My instinct is that I should do their
business. I think they would like it if somebody
up here were putting their interests first, their
business first. And I think that’s what they ex-
pect me to do. They know the Senate has a
job to do; they expect them to do it. There
is nothing else to be said to the House about
it. The Senate has to deal with it.

And my position is that, in addition to that,
we have to deal with the problems of America,
the challenges of America, the opportunities of
America, and that’s what I intend to do in the
State of the Union speech.

Q. Mr. President, your lawyers are arguing
that the charges against you don’t amount to
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