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very dim future prospects, a wise old country
lawyer wrote me a letter. And he said, “Bill,
you know, it takes a little bit of strength to
sustain a terrible setback, but the real courage
in life is living through the grind of day-to-
day existence with dignity and nobility and char-
ity.” How much more true is that for people
with disabilities, for whom daily existence can
be a greater grind, for whom charity is harder
to muster of the spirit, because so many of
the rest of us have been so blindly insensitive
to things which would enable all of us to get
through that daily life better.

A lot of good things have happened since
the seventies—Senator Kennedy talked about
it—since these gentlemen and others passed the
Americans with Disabilities Act. We did have
a great renewal of the IDEA a year or so ago.
But 75 percent of Americans with disabilities
are still unemployed. You just heard why. Mil-
lions are forced to make the impossible choice
between going to work and keeping their health
insurance. Millions more lack the tools and serv-
ices that could make the difference between
dependence and independence.

We all know working is a fundamental part
of what we say is the American dream. Maya
Angelou once said that work is “something made
greater by ourselves, and in turn, that makes
us greater.” You heard Karen; you heard what
she said: “I'm working; how I love being at
work. Oh, by the way, my family life is better,
and I don’t get sick as much.” That is not an
accident. Every single one of us, we want to
be fully engaged in life. And we ought to have
the chance to do so.

I like what Senator Jeffords said about how
the Congressional Budget Office might or might
not estimate this initiative, and I had that argu-
ment before and lost it, so I'm not going to
get into that. But let me ask you this: When
we've got the largest surplus in our history, the
longest peacetime expansion in our history, per-
haps the strongest economy we've ever had, if
we cannot address this issue now, then when
will we ever address it? Now is the time.

So, here is what we propose to do. First,
you've already heard about the landmark legisla-
tion by Senators Jeffords, Kennedy, Roth, and
Moynihan to assist millions of Americans with
disabilities who want to work. Today I am
pleased to announce that the balanced budget
I will present to Congress fully funds this vitally
important initiative. Americans should never

have to choose between the dignity of work
and the health care they need. With this legisla-
tion, theyll have a ticket to work, not an impos-
sible choice.

I will also continue to work with Congress
to pass legislation I know is very important to
the disability community, a strong enforceable
Patients” Bill of Rights and to strengthen Social
Security for the 21st century, not just for retir-
ees but also for people with disabilities. And
we ought to do it this year, with no excuses.

Second, we must make it easier for people
with disabilities to get to work. As anyone with
a disability can tell you, it takes more than a
job to enter the work force. Often, it takes ac-
cessible transportation, specialized technology,
or personal assistance. And the cost can be pro-
hibitively high. Today I am pleased to announce
a new $1,000 tax credit so hundreds of thou-
sands of people with disabilities will be helped
to meet these critically important expenses.

Finally, we have to give people with disabil-
ities the tools they need to succeed; we all need
that. I hope all of you had a chance to experi-
ence and see the amazing displays out there
in the Grand Foyer, from a portable computer
kiosk that helps people with disabilities vote or
find a job, to the latest voice recognition soft-
ware that lets you use a computer without
touching a keyboard, to a new generation of
mobile telephones that connect directly to hear-
ing aids, to a device to immediately translate
music into braille. This kind of “assistive tech-
nology,” as it is called, will empower people
as never before. Today I am pleased to an-
nounce that my budget will double our invest-
ment in this sort of technology, to make it more
available to people with disabilities. We also will
help States to expand low-income loan programs
to help more people afford these promising
products. The Federal Government will become
a model user of assistive technology. We will
increase our commitment to research and devel-
opment to continue our progress.

Increased access to health care, more assist-
ance at home and in the workplace, remarkable
new technologies made more available—this is
how we can make sure that all Americans can
take their rightful place in our 2Ist century
workplaces.

Last summer the Vice President announced
our plan to build at the FDR Memorial a new
statue of President Roosevelt in the wheelchair
from which he led our Nation, the wheelchair
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