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access for selected products from the strongest
reforming countries in Africa and, by doing so,
would help change the dynamic of our trade
policy with the continent. The Act would also
benefit American companies and workers by ex-
panding our trade with the largest under-
developed market in the world. I am committed
to working for passage of the African Growth
and Opportunity Act early in the 106th Con-
gress.

My Administration will continue working with
the Congress, the U.S. private sector, the coun-
tries of Africa, and our trading partners to im-
plement the policies and programs contained in
the report and to promote reforms boosting
trade, investment, and development in Africa.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Jesse Helms,
chairman, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., ranking mem-
ber, Senate Committee on Foreign Relations;
Benjamin A. Gilman, chairman, and Sam Gejden-
son, ranking member, House Committee on
International Relations; William V. Roth, Jr.,
chairman, and Daniel Patrick Moynihan, ranking
member, Senate Committee on Finance; and Bill
Archer, chairman, and Charles B. Rangel, ranking
member, House Committee on Ways and Means.
This letter was released by the Office of the Press
Secretary on January 14.

Remarks on the Next Generation COPS Initiative in Alexandria, Virginia
January 14, 1999

Madam Attorney General; Deputy Attorney
General Holder; Associate Attorney General
Fisher; Mayor Donley; Chief Samarra; all the
members of the Alexandria police force; to all
the other chiefs and law enforcement officials
who are here; the representatives of law en-
forcement who are here; Gil Gallegos, the presi-
dent of the National FOP; Sam Cabral, the
International Union of Police Associations presi-
dent; Ron Neubauer, the International Associa-
tion of Chiefs of Police president: I am de-
lighted to see all of you.

I really enjoyed listening to Senator Biden
and Senator Robb reminisce about how this bill
came to be. I want to say a special word of
thanks, if I might, to the team at the Justice
Department and especially to Joe Brann, who
himself is a former chief of police, the Director
of our COPS program. Thank you, Joe, for doing
such a great job with our police officers. [In-
audible]

You know, when I asked Janet Reno to be
Attorney General, she had been the prosecutor
in Miami. And the main thing I wanted to do
with the Justice Department was to deal with
what I thought the biggest problem in America
was at that time—legal problem—which is that
there was a very, very high crime rate, and
the violent crime rate was especially high. And
there was—I had spent a lot of time both as

attorney general of my own State and as a Gov-
ernor. I had run a prison system and watched
it explode. I had managed a large State police
operation. Then, as a Governor and later as a
candidate, I had actually walked the streets and
been in the neighborhoods of New York, Phila-
delphia, Boston, Chicago, San Antonio, Los An-
geles, looking for strategies that worked to bring
the crime rate down.

And so when I asked Janet Reno to come
on, I said, ‘‘The most important thing is that
the local police, the local prosecutors, the local
mayors, the people that are out there worrying
about the crime rate, they have to know not
only that we are their friends but we are their
partners. And we’re going to stop doing what
normally happens in Washington, which is that
you make speeches and talk tough and nothing
happens. I would rather say less and do more.’’
And by 1993, when I took office, we were be-
ginning to see in many major cities crime rates
go down because of the development at the
local level of community policing strategies.

And it is true that we would never have been
able to do this without the leadership of Senator
Biden and the support of Senator Robb. We
finally were able to pass that crime bill, to get
into community policing, to have 100,000 police
on the street, to ban the assault weapons, to
build more prisons, to have more prevention
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