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pay raise? How are we going to do this? We
should do this not just for those folks but be-
cause they can help us build a better America
and better lives for everybody.

And so I say to you, we’ve got to pass these
laws. And we have to make it an American issue.
It can’t be a Democratic issue or a Republican
issue. It shouldn’t be the Black Caucus, the His-
panic Caucus, or Bill Clinton’s idea. I don’t
care—I would gladly put any label on this you
want if I thought it would pass it. I would be
glad to call it the ‘‘Herbert Hoover-Warren Har-
ding-Calvin Coolidge Economic Development
Act.’’ I will do anything to pass it. [Laughter]
There is plenty of credit to go around. And
I ask you to do everything you can to try to
make this an American issue.

And I ask all my friends in the business com-
munity to go down to Washington, call your
Members in Congress, without regard to party,
and say, ‘‘Hey, you know, the President made
a pretty good point there. If our markets are
going to keep dropping next year, we’ve got
problems. We need some new markets. We
need someplace to put the money that has been
made so it can make some more money.’’ So
I implore you to do that.

Let me just say one final thing. I don’t want
to make another point and make a whole other
speech, but don’t ever forget that we’re not
going to be able to get business to go into
or to stay in areas where people don’t have
the education and skills to do the jobs that are
needed. And we need the business community
to keep supporting our schools, to help people
who need help with adult literacy or to go back
and finish high school, to mentor those kids
in middle school so they’ll go on to college.
We can’t forget that, because if we do, there
will be a limit to how successful we can be.

Now, a lot of things have been said about
Dr. King today. And nearly everybody has com-
mitted some portion of his ‘‘I Have A Dream’’
speech to memory. But I found a sentence in
there that applies uniquely to us here, that I
don’t ever hear anybody quote, but it’s very
important. He said in 1963, on the steps of
the Lincoln Memorial, that he challenged Amer-
ica, quote, ‘‘to refuse to believe that there are
insufficient funds in the great vaults of oppor-
tunity in this Nation.’’ Now today, those vaults
of opportunity are richer and fuller than they
ever have been. Wall Street has helped to make
that so. Now what we need to do is to open
those vaults up so they’ll fill up even more for
all of you.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:15 p.m. at Win-
dows on the World Restaurant in the World Trade
Center. In his remarks, he referred to Jesse Jack-
son, founder and president, Rainbow/PUSH Coa-
lition; former HUD Secretary and 1996 Vice Pres-
idential candidate Jack Kemp; John J. Sweeney,
president, AFL–CIO; Percy Sutton, founder,
Inner City Broadcasting; Ron Burkle, owner,
Yucaipa Cos., Los Angeles, CA; Richard Grasso,
chairman and chief executive officer, New York
Stock Exchange; H. Carl McCall, State comp-
troller; Weldon Latham, Jr., partner, Pittman,
Potts, and Trobridge; Sanford I. Weill, chairman
and co-chief executive officer, Citigroup; Emma
Chappell, founder and chief executive officer,
United Bank of Philadelphia; and development
economist Muhammad Yunus, managing director,
Grameen Bank, Bangladesh. A portion of these
remarks could not be verified because the tape
was incomplete.
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Thank you very much. Robert left his cards
up here, so I’m going to take them home and
put them in my keepsake album. [Laughter] If
he ever gets mad at me, I’ll call him on the
phone and read this speech back to him.
[Laughter]

I want to thank all of you for being here
and for being there for Hillary, for me, for Al
and Tipper, for our administration over all these
last years and especially during the last year.
I’m going to miss Steve Grossman and his team
at the DNC. I thank Len Barrack. I thank Carol
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