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the global economy—then we will begin to meet
our historic responsibility to build a 21st century
prosperity for America.

You know, no nation in history has had the
opportunity and the responsibility we now have
to shape a world that is more peaceful, more
secure, more free. All Americans can be proud
that our leadership helped to bring peace in
Northern Ireland. All Americans can be proud
that our leadership has put Bosnia on the path
to peace. And with our NATO allies, we are
pressing the Serbian Government to stop its
brutal repression in Kosovo, to bring those re-
sponsible to justice, and to give the people of
Kosovo the self-government they deserve.

All Americans can be proud that our leader-
ship renewed hope for lasting peace in the Mid-
dle East. Some of you were with me last De-
cember as we watched the Palestinian National
Council completely renounce its call for the de-
struction of Israel. Now I ask Congress to pro-
vide resources so that all parties can implement
the Wye agreement to protect Israel’s security,
to stimulate the Palestinian economy, to support
our friends in Jordan. We must not—we dare
not—let them down. I hope you will help.

As we work for peace, we must also meet
threats to our Nation’s security, including in-
creased dangers from outlaw nations and ter-
rorism. We will defend our security wherever
we are threatened, as we did this summer when
we struck at Usama bin Ladin’s network of ter-
ror. The bombing of our Embassies in Kenya
and Tanzania reminds us again of the risks faced
every day by those who represent America to
the world. So let’s give them the support they
need, the safest possible workplaces, and the
resources they must have so America can con-
tinue to lead.

We must work to keep terrorists from dis-
rupting computer networks. We must work to
prepare local communities for biological and
chemical emergencies, to support research into
vaccines and treatments.

We must increase our efforts to restrain the
spread of nuclear weapons and missiles, from
Korea to India and Pakistan. We must expand
our work with Russia, Ukraine, and other former
Soviet nations to safeguard nuclear materials and
technology so they never fall into the wrong
hands. Our balanced budget will increase fund-
ing for these critical efforts by almost two-thirds
over the next 5 years.
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With Russia, we must continue to reduce our
nuclear arsenals. The START II treaty and the
framework we have already agreed to for
START III could cut them by 80 percent from
their cold war height.

It's been 2 years since I signed the Com-
prehensive Test Ban Treaty. If we don’t do the
right thing, other nations won't either. I ask
the Senate to take this vital step: Approve the
treaty now, to make it harder for other nations
to develop nuclear arms, and to make sure we
can end nuclear testing forever.

For nearly a decade, Iraq has defied its obli-
gations to destroy its weapons of terror and the
missiles to deliver them. America will continue
to contain Saddam, and we will work for the
day when Iraq has a Government worthy of
its people.

Now, last month in our action over Iraqg, our
troops were superb. Their mission was so flaw-
lessly executed that we risk taking for granted
the bravery and the skill it required. Captain
Jeff Taliaferro, a 10-year veteran of the Air
Force, flew a B-1B bomber over Iraq as we
attacked Saddam’s war machine. He’s here with
us tonight. I'd like to ask you to honor him
and all the 33,000 men and women of Operation
Desert Fox.

Captain Taliaferro. [Applause]

It is time to reverse the decline in defense
spending that began in 1985. Since April, to-
gether we have added nearly $6 billion to main-
tain our military readiness. My balanced budget
calls for a sustained increase over the next 6
years for readiness, for modernization, and for
pay and benefits for our troops and their fami-
lies. We are the heirs of a legacy of bravery
represented in every community in America by
millions of our veterans. America’s defenders
today still stand ready at a moment’s notice to
go where comforts are few and dangers are
many, to do what needs to be done as no one
else can. They always come through for Amer-
ica. We must come through for them.

The new century demands new partnerships
for peace and security. The United Nations plays
a crucial role, with allies sharing burdens Amer-
ica might otherwise bear alone. America needs
a strong and effective U.N. I want to work with
this new Congress to pay our dues and our
debts.

We must continue to support security and
stability in Europe and Asia, expanding NATO
and defining its new missions, maintaining our



