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California’s redwoods and our precious coasts.
But our most fateful new challenge is the threat
of global warming; 1998 was the warmest year
ever recorded. Last year’s heat waves, floods,
and storms are but a hint of what future genera-
tions may endure if we do not act now.

Tonight I propose a new clean air fund to
help communities reduce greenhouse and other
pollution, and tax incentives and investments to
spur clean energy technology. And I want to
work with Members of Congress in both parties
to reward companies that take early, voluntary
action to reduce greenhouse gases.

All our communities face a preservation chal-
lenge, as they grow and green space shrinks.
Seven thousand acres of farmland and open
space are lost every day. In response, I propose
two major initiatives: First, a $1-billion livability
agenda to help communities save open space,
ease traffic congestion, and grow in ways that
enhance every citizen’s quality of life; and sec-
ond, a $1-billion lands legacy initiative to pre-
serve places of natural beauty all across America,
from the most remote wilderness to the nearest
city park.

These are truly landmark initiatives, which
could not have been developed without the vi-
sionary leadership of the Vice President, and
I want to thank him very much for his commit-
ment here.

Now, to get the most out of your community,
you have to give something back. That's why
we created AmeriCorps, our national service
program that gives today’s generation a chance
to serve their communities and earn money for
college.

So far, in just 4 years, 100,000 young Ameri-
cans have built low-income homes with Habitat
for Humanity, helped to tutor children with
churches, worked with FEMA to ease the bur-
den of natural disasters, and performed count-
less other acts of service that have made Amer-
ica better. I ask Congress to give more young
Americans the chance to follow their lead and
serve America in AmeriCorps.

Now, we must work to renew our national
community as well for the 21st century. Last
year the House passed the bipartisan campaign
finance reform legislation sponsored by Rep-
resentatives Shays and Meehan and Senators
McCain and Feingold. But a partisan minority
in the Senate blocked reform. So I'd like to
say to the House: Pass it again, quickly. And
I'd like to say to the Senate: I hope you will

70

say yes to a stronger American democracy in
the year 2000.

Since 1997, our initiative on race has sought
to bridge the divides between and among our
people. In its report last fall, the initiative’s advi-
sory board found that Americans really do want
to bring our people together across racial lines.

We know it’s been a long journey. For some,
it goes back to before the beginning of our
Republic; for others, back since the Civil War;
for others, throughout the 20th century. But
for most of us alive today, in a very real sense,
this journey began 43 years ago, when a woman
named Rosa Parks sat down on a bus in Ala-
bama and wouldn’t get up. She’s sitting down
with the First Lady tonight, and she may get
up or not, as she chooses. We thank her. [Ap-
plause] Thank you, Rosa.

We know that our continuing racial problems
are aggravated, as the Presidential initiative said,
by opportunity gaps. The initiative I've outlined
tonight will help to close them. But we know
that the discrimination gap has not been fully
closed either. Discrimination or violence be-
cause of race or religion, ancestry or gender,
disability or sexual orientation, is wrong, and
it ought to be illegal. Therefore, I ask Congress
to make the “Employment Non-Discrimination
Act” and the “Hate Crimes Prevention Act” the
law of the land.

Now, since every person in America counts,
every American ought to be counted. We need
a census that uses modern scientific methods
to do that.

Our new immigrants must be part of our One
America. After all, they're revitalizing our cities;
they're energizing our culture; theyre building
up our economy. We have a responsibility to
make them welcome here, and they have a re-
sponsibility to enter the mainstream of American
life. That means learning English and learning
about our democratic system of government.
There are now long waiting lines of immigrants
that are trying to do just that. Therefore, our
budget significantly expands our efforts to help
them meet their responsibility. I hope you will
support it.

Whether our ancestors came here on the
Mayflower, on slave ships, whether they came
to Ellis Island or LAX in Los Angeles, whether
they came yesterday or walked this land a thou-
sand years ago, our great challenge for the 21st
century is to find a way to be one America.



