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an hour I watched the Sun rise over the Canyon
for the first time. In both cases, watching the
interplay of the changing light against the dif-
ferent layers and colors of the Canyon left me
with a lifetime memory I will always cherish.

Millions and millions of Americans share
those memories and a love of our natural treas-
ure. In fact, I believe maybe if there’s one thing
that unites our fractious, argumentative country
across generations and parties and across time,
it is the love we have for our land. We know,
as President Roosevelt said, we cannot improve
upon this landscape. So the only thing we can
add to it is our protection. President Roosevelt
challenged us to live up to that ideal, to see
beyond today or next month or next year. He
said, “The one characteristic more essential than
any other is foresight. It should be the growing
nation with a future which takes the long look
ahead.”

I am very grateful for the opportunities that
Vice President Gore and I have had to build
on President Roosevelt’s legacy, to take that long
look ahead, to chart a new conservation vision
for a new century. From our inner cities to
our pristine wild lands, we have worked hard
to ensure that every American has a clean and
healthy environment. We've rid hundreds of
neighborhoods of toxic waste dumps, taken the
most dramatic steps in a generation to clean
the air we breathe, to control emissions that
endanger the health of our children and the
stability of our climate. We have made record
investments in science and technology to protect
future generations from the threat of global
warming. We've worked to protect and restore
our most glorious natural resources, from the
Florida Everglades to California’s redwoods and
Mojave Desert, to Escalante, to Yellowstone.

And we have, I hope, finally put to rest the
false choice between the economy and the envi-
ronment, for we have the strongest economy
perhaps in our history, with a cleaner environ-
ment, cleaner air, cleaner water, more land set
aside, safer food. I hope finally we have broken
the hold of an old and now wrong idea that
a nation can only grow rich and stay rich if
it continues to despoil its environment and burn
up the atmosphere. With new conservation tech-
nologies and alternative energy sources, that is
simply no longer true. It has not been true
for quite some years now, but it is only now
coming to be recognized. And I can tell you
that in the next few years, no one will be able
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to deny the fact that we will actually have more
stable, more widespread, more long-term eco-
nomic growth if we improve the environment.

We are on the verge—the Detroit auto show
this year is going to showcase cars that get 70
and 80 miles a gallon, with fuel injection and
dual fuel sources. Before you know it, we will
crack the chemical barriers to truly efficient pro-
duction of biomass fuels, which will enable us
to produce 8 or 9 gallons of biomass fuels with
only 1 gallon of oil. That will be the equivalent
of getting cars that use—get 160 miles to a
gallon of gasoline. And this is just the beginning.

We built a low income working family housing
project in the Inland Empire out in California,
in cooperation with the National Home Builders,
with glass in the windows that lets in 4 or 5
times as much light and keeps out 4 or 5 times
as much heat and cold. And we promised the
people on modest incomes that if they moved
into these homes their energy bills would be,
on average, 40 percent lower than they would
have been in a home of comparable size. I can
tell you that after 2 years, they're averaging 65
percent below that. So, therefore, their usage
is much lower. We are just beginning.

So I ask all of you not only to celebrate this
happy day but to see it in the larger context
of our common responsibility and our oppor-
tunity to preserve this planet. [Applause] Thank

ou.

g Now to the matter at hand. We began this
unforgettable morning on the edge of this mag-
nificent park. The deep canyons, rugged moun-
tains, and isolated buttes of the North Rim of
the Grand Canyon tell a story written over the
course of billions of years, illustrated in colorful
vistas and spectacular detail. It is a lonely land-
scape, a vast and vital area of open space which,
as Secretary Babbitt said, includes a critical wa-
tershed for the Colorado River and the Grand
Canyon. Today we protect more than a million
acres of this land. That is an area larger than
Yosemite Park. For America’s families, we des-
ignate it as the Grand Canyon-Parashant Na-
tional Monument. This effectively doubles the
size of protected land around the Grand Can-
yon.

Second, we act to promote some of the most
significant late prehistoric sites in the American
Southwest. In the shadow of Phoenix there lies
a rough landscape of mesas and deep canyons
rich in archaeological treasures, distinctive art
etched into boulders and cliff faces, and stone



