
29

Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000 / Jan. 11

masonry pueblos once inhabited by several thou-
sand people centuries ago. As the suburbs of
Phoenix creep ever closer to this space, we act
to protect history and heritage. For America’s
families, we designate this land the Agua Fria
National Monument.

Third, we are protecting thousands of small
islands, rock outcroppings, and exposed reefs
along California’s splendid coastline. These are
natural wonders, and they’re also the habitat
and nesting ground for sea mammals and hun-
dreds of thousands of sea birds, forced from
the shore because of development. Today we
act to protect all the coastal islands, reefs, and
rocks off California now owned by the Federal
Government, designating them the California
Coastal National Monument. Help Congressman
Farr there. Clap! [Applause]

Fourth and finally, we will expand California’s
Pinnacles National Monument, created by Presi-
dent Roosevelt in 1908. Pinnacles is about 2
hours from Silicon Valley, but it’s a world away.
It includes soaring spires from an ancient vol-
cano. Its mountain caves, desert, and wilderness
are home to abundant wildlife and a haven for
campers, climbers, and hikers. For one and all,
Pinnacles is a sanctuary from sprawl. And for
one and all, we act to keep it that way.

Now let me say again, all these areas are
now owned by the Federal Government. Sec-
retary Babbitt’s recommendation that they be
protected came as a result of careful analysis
and close consultation with local citizens, State
and local officials, Members of Congress.

Clearly, these lands represent many things to
many people. In managing the new monuments,
we will continue to work closely with the local
communities to ensure that their views are
heard and their interests are respected. This is
not about locking lands up; it is about freeing
them up from the pressures of development and
the threat of sprawl, for all Americans, for all
time.

I have said many times that the new century
finds America with an unprecedented oppor-
tunity and therefore an unprecedented responsi-
bility for the future, an opportunity and a re-
sponsibility rooted in the fact that never before,
in my lifetime anyway, has our country enjoyed
at one time so much prosperity, social progress,
with the absence of internal crisis or external
threat to our existence. Can you imagine the
sacrifices laid down by our ancestors, generation
after generation after generation, in the fond

hope that one day our country would be in
the shape we are now in?

Now, when we’re in this sort of position, we
have a heavier responsibility even than our fore-
bears did a century ago to take that long look
ahead, to ask ourselves what the next century
holds, what are the big challenges, what are
the big opportunities, to dream of the future
we want for our children, and then to move
aggressively to build that future.

So I say again, there are these big challenges
in the long look ahead: The aging of America—
we’ll double the number of people over 65 in
the next 30 years; I hope to be one of them.
The children of America, the largest and most
diverse group ever—they all have to have a
world-class education, whether they live in re-
mote areas in Arizona or the poorest inner-city
neighborhoods across America. The families of
America—most of them are working; they need
more help to balance work and parenting, and
they all need access to affordable health care
and child care. The poor of America—it is well
to remember that there are people in places
that have been left behind by this recovery.
We have a strategy of economic empowerment
that should be brought to every person willing
to work. If we don’t do it now, when will we
ever get around to doing it?

The world we live in is ever more inter-
dependent, not just on the environmental front
but in many other ways. We have to build a
more cooperative world. America is in a unique
position now, with our economy, our military
strength, our political influence. It won’t last
forever, and it’s almost impossible for us to
avoid having people resent us. But we have done
our best to be responsible partners for peace
and prosperity and for bridging the racial, reli-
gious, and ethnic gaps that tear apart so much
of the world. It is time for us to work with
others, against the dangers of weapons of mass
destruction and terrorism and the other threats,
and to build a better world together and to
build one America here at home across the lines
that have divided us too deeply for too long.

But a big part of all of this, in my opinion,
the long look ahead, is making an absolute, firm
commitment that going forward here at home
in America and with friends and partners
throughout the world, we will build a 21st cen-
tury economy that is in harmony with the envi-
ronment that we will continue to improve and
protect even as we grow. And we have to keep
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