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I want to thank John Eddie and Sheridan
for having us here in their home, their modest
little home. [Laughter] It makes the White
House look like public housing. [Laughter] I
also want to thank them, if you’ll indulge me,
for having Hillary here just a few weeks ago.
She had a wonderful time and was jealous that
I was going back today.

I want to thank Debbie and Frank for being
such wonderful friends to us, and for all of
you being here tonight. You know, my interest
in this legislative endeavor obviously relates, in
part, to reapportionment. I have worked as hard
as I could—and we’ve had some terrific fights
in Washington—to preserve the integrity of the
census. I just want everybody counted who’s
entitled to be counted, and in the most effective
and complete and honest way.

I also very much hope that members of my
party will win the House of Representatives,
and they have actually an outside chance to at
least split the United States Senate this year.
If we can pick up two or three more candidates,
we maybe could do better.

But then the census comes along, and it will
be done in 2000, and the whole thing could
be undone again. And so I think it’s very impor-
tant that—you know, when Debbie was saying
what she was saying, I wanted to just stand
up and say, there is a real meaning here. You
could work your hearts out and have a great
2000, and then have it undone in 2002, and
you wouldn’t like that. So I do want to thank
you for being here, and I want to urge you
to redouble your efforts.

The only other thing I’d like to say is this.
One other thing Debbie said made me think
of a point I wanted to make. She said that
I believe that you could have a country in which
we protect the individual rights of our citizens,
including their access to the courts, and still
grow the economy. I do believe that. And when
I was pondering whether I should run for Presi-
dent—it seems like a hundred years ago now,
way back in 1991—one of the things that just
drove me crazy about the way Washington
worked at the time—and I obviously felt that
the other party was more responsible, but I
didn’t think our crowd was blameless either, be-
cause when you get into a—you know how it
is, you get into any kind of relationship and
you’re just frozen, and then if you’re not careful
you just keep making the same mistakes over
and over again. And we all have to work on

that, in our families and our businesses and ev-
erything we do.

But the thing that really bothered me was
that in order to sort of break through on the
news or in the media or whatever, that it
seemed to me that the people in Washington,
beginning at the White House, kept posing false
choices to the American people. You’d have to—
are you going to be for business, or are you
going to be for labor? Are you going to be
for a strong economy, or are you going to be
for all those trial lawyers having the right to
bring suit? Are you going to be for a strong
economy, or are you going to be for those chok-
ingly burdensome environmental regulations?
Are you going to be for American jobs or all
that trade business?

And I could give you 30 examples. It made
a nice debate. And once you decided which
side you were on of the either/or questions,
it relieved you of all responsibility to think,
which gives you a lot of free time to do other
things. But it’s ultimately a very unsatisfying way
to live. And it’s one of the big reasons our
country got in the ditch we were in, in 1992,
because you just had to get on one side or
the other and they were bogus choices, by and
large.

There are real choices to be made, and
they’re hard enough in life. But you completely
paralyze yourself if you spend all your time orga-
nizing your mind and your activities around false
choices. And one of the things that we have
tried to do in the last 7 years is to at last
put real choices before the American people
and to try to make the right ones. And I think
the results have been pretty good.

Some of you commented that you saw the
television coverage today of how I was fortunate
enough to start this day. I woke up on the
edge of the Grand Canyon and watched the
Sun rise not only over but in the Grand Canyon.
It was an amazing experience. And I used au-
thority established under President Theodore
Roosevelt to set up national monuments, to set
aside another million acres of land around the
Grand Canyon to protect it—a very important
part of the watershed there for the Colorado
River—and a number of other places.

And I was looking at some of the things that
Theodore Roosevelt said. I admired him very
much, and he actually served as President at
a time very much like the time in which I have
served, when we not only changed centuries,
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