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them: first, Will Marshall, who runs the Progres-
sive Policy Institute of the DLC, who has been
at this for well over a decade and come up
with so many of the ideas that have been hall-
marks of our administration. And I want to
thank my long-time friend Eli Segal, who actu-
ally gave birth, in fact, to two of our most im-
portant ideas. AmeriCorps, our national service
program—he set AmeriCorps up, and then he
set up the Welfare to Work Partnership, which
has resulted in hundreds of thousands of people
being hired by private business from the welfare
rolls. So thank you both for coming here and
for what you have done for our country.

I always get nervous when people start talking
about legacies, the way Senator Lieberman did.
You know, alliteration having the appeal it does,
it’s just one small step from legacy to lame duck.
I keep hearing that. [Laughter] And I’ve finally
figured out what a lame duck is. That’s when
you show up for a speech and no one comes.
[Laughter] So thank you for making me feel
that we’re still building on that legacy today.

I want to put the issue I came here to discuss
today, which directly affects the Cupp family
and so many tens of thousands like them all
across America, in the larger context of what
we have been about since 1993, in January.

Eight years ago, when I ran for President,
I came here to Washington and asked for
change in our party, change in our national lead-
ership, and change in our country, not change
for its own sake but because in 1992 our Nation
was in the grip of economic distress, social de-
cline, political gridlock, and discredited Govern-
ment. The old answers plainly were obsolete,
and new conditions clearly demanded a new ap-
proach.

By 1992, we in the DLC had been working
for some years on a new approach, rooted in
the basic American values of opportunity, re-
sponsibility, and community; dedicated to pro-
moting both work and family here in the United
States and to promoting America’s leadership
around the world for peace and freedom, secu-
rity, and democracy. We believed that Govern-
ment was neither the primary problem, as the
new Republicans had been telling us for a dec-
ade by then, or the primary solution, as many
New Deal Democrats still earnestly believed.
Instead, we asked for a new direction for our
National Government, with a focus on creating
the conditions and providing people the tools
to make the most of their own lives and a com-

mitment to a partnership with the private sector
and with State and local government, so that
the Federal Government would be a catalyst,
promoting and experimenting vigorously with
new ideas. It would be a smaller and less bu-
reaucratic but a more active Government.

Those of us who were in the vanguard of
this movement called ourselves New Democrats,
and we said our agenda was a third way, a
way to create a vital center that would bring
people together and move our country forward.
But we were also quick to acknowledge that
labels don’t define a politician or a political
movement, ideas do.

Our new ideas were first built on the premise
that we had to discard the false choices that
then defined politics here in our Nation’s Cap-
ital.

We believed, for example, that we could both
eliminate the deficit and increase our investment
in education, in science and technology, in the
truly significant national priorities. We believed
we could be pro-business and pro-labor. We be-
lieved we could be pro-growth and pro-environ-
ment. We believed we could reform welfare to
require those who are able to work and still
do more for poor children and poor families.
We believed we could improve education both
by raising standards and accountability and in-
vesting more where it was urgently needed. We
believed we could help Americans succeed both
at work and at home, rather than forcing them
to make a choice, as so many, regrettably, still
have to do every single day. We believed we
could lower the crime rate both with more ef-
fective punishment and with more effective pre-
vention. We believed we could lead the world
with greater military strength and more diplo-
matic aid and cooperative efforts with other na-
tions.

We had a whole lot of new policy ideas that
we implemented. I’ll just mention a few: the
empowerment zone program and the reinventing
Government program that the Vice President’s
led so brilliantly; community development finan-
cial institutions; AmeriCorps, which now has
given over 150,000 young Americans the chance
to serve in their community and to earn some
money for a college education; the HOPE schol-
arships, which along with our other college in-
centives have effectively opened the doors of
college to all Americans; the V-chip; trade, with
environmental and labor considerations taken
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