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So I say to you, we've got to do more of
this. Especially when you put the responsibilities
of financial institutions on the Community Rein-
vestment Act with all these incentives—if we
can pass them through Congress, we can have
a flood of money into areas that have never
before had it, to people that have never before
been able to get a loan, in ways that are good
for all the rest of us, because theyll keep this
engine going with no inflation.

Anyway, that is the idea. And I loved all this
new markets tours we’ve done. And Reverend
Jackson and I, many Members of Congress,
we've stopped at a lot of places where Presi-
dents never go. And I'm having such a good
time, we're going to do another one this spring.
So, Reverend, you've got to clear your calendar;
we're going to go. And were going to specifi-
cally focus on something that I hope all of you
will help us on. Were going to focus on the
digital divide.

This very conference is being broadcast live
over the Internet to people all over the world.
But a lot of the people youre trying to reach
don’t have a computer, can’t afford the hookup.
We have worked very hard, under the Vice
President’s leadership, to get something called
the E-rate as a part of reform of the tele-
communications system, which gives a couple
of billion dollars in subsidies to schools and li-
braries around the country that are in low in-
come areas, so everybody can afford to be
hooked up.

When we started 5 years ago we had—only
about 14 percent of the schools in our country
were connected to the Internet; now over 80
percent are. We're really working hard, and
we’ve had a wonderful partnership with the pri-
vate sector. But it’s not enough for the schools.

I went to Hudson County, New Jersey, which
has a lot of first-generation immigrants, in a
school that had so many problems it was almost
closed by the State. And then the principal of
this high school not only started making sure
all the immigrant kids whose first language was
not English were trained on the computer, they
started putting computers in the parents’ home
and showing them how to do it, so that all
these low income working people could E-mail
their parents, teachers, and their principals every
day. The dropout rate went way down and the
performance of these kids in a low income
neighborhood, most of them immigrant kids,
rose about the State average of New Jersey.
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We can do this if we close the digital divide.
Your company had a lot to do with that, and
I thank you.

So again I say, you know, when you know
something works and you know you ought to
do it, you know, by the way, it will help you
as well as help other people, you need your
head examined if you don’t do it.

I see this as a part of America making the
most of this precious moment. This week—Ill
just close with this—this week I had one of
the great sort of personal encounters with beau-
ty in my whole life. I flew to the Grand Canyon,
and I got there late at night. And I stayed in
this old lodge built in 1905 which is right out
on the edge of the Grand Canyon.

Thirty years ago, when I was a young man,
not long after I met Hillary, I drove all the
way to California to see her. And I stopped
at the Grand Canyon late in the afternoon. And
back then, you had greater access, before we
lawyers got hold of everything. And I crawled
out on a ledge, and I watched the Sun set
over the Grand Canyon for 2 hours. And you
know, that canyon was formed over millions of
years, and there are lots of layers of rock and
lots of different shapes. So when the Sun sets,
the light comes out of the Canyon until it dis-
appears, and it changes everything. So for the
first time in my life, this week I got to see
the Sun rise over the Grand Canyon. So when
it rises, it goes down into the Canyon and has
the same impact.

And I went there to set aside another million
acres to protect it there, under authority that
Presidents have had since Theodore Roosevelt
got Congress to pass something called the Antig-
uities Act in 1908. And really, 100 years ago
the times were—bore a lot of similarities to
today. We were becoming a nation of immi-
grants; we changed from being an agricultural
country to an industrial country—just like we’re
going from being an industrial country to an
information-based global society now.

And Theodore Roosevelt said that the great
hallmark of every young and growing society
must be that it takes the long look ahead. It's
a nice phrase, isn’t it? So if we are what we
dearly want our children and grandchildren to
believe we are, we will take the long look ahead.

We'll deal with the challenge of the aging
of America, the children of America, the need
to balance work and family, the need to prove
that we can improve the environment as we



