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of such information to further any private 
interest. 

(4) An employee shall not, except as per-
mitted by applicable law or regulation, so-
licit or accept any gift or other item of 
monetary value from any person or entity 
seeking official action from, doing business 
with, or conducting activities regulated by 
the employee’s agency, or whose interests 
may be substantially affected by the per-
formance or nonperformance of the em-
ployee’s duties. 

(5) Employees shall put forth honest ef-
fort in the performance of their duties. 

(6) Employees shall not knowingly make 
unauthorized commitments or promises of 
any kind purporting to bind the Govern-
ment. 

(7) Employees shall not use public office 
for private gain. 

(8) Employees shall act impartially and 
not give preferential treatment to any pri-
vate organization or individual. 

(9) Employees shall protect and conserve 
Federal property and shall not use it for 
other than authorized activities. 

(10) Employees shall not engage in out-
side employment or activities, including 
seeking or negotiating for employment, that 
conflict with official Government duties and 
responsibilities. 

(11) Employees shall disclose waste, 
fraud, abuse, and corruption to appropriate 
authorities. 

(12) Employees shall satisfy in good faith 
their obligations as citizens, including all 
just financial obligations, especially those—
such as Federal, State, or local taxes—that 
are imposed by law. 

(13) Employees shall adhere to all laws 
and regulations that provide equal oppor-
tunity for all Americans regardless of race, 
color, religion, sex, national origin, age, or 
handicap. 

(14) Employees shall endeavor to avoid 
any actions creating the appearance that 
they are violating applicable law or the eth-
ical standards in applicable regulations.

Executive branch employees should also 
be fully aware that their post-employment 
activities with respect to lobbying and other 
forms of representation will be bound by 
the restrictions of 18 U.S.C. 207. 

Please thank the personnel of your de-
partments and agencies for their commit-
ment to maintain the highest standards of 
integrity in Government as we serve the 
American people. 

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7403—National Day of Prayer and Thanksgiving, 2001
January 20, 2001

By the President of the United States 

of America 

A Proclamation 
Nearly 200 years ago, on March 4, 1801, 

our young Nation celebrated an important 
milestone in its history, the first transfer 
of power between political parties, as 
Thomas Jefferson took the oath of office 
as President. On this bicentennial of that 
event, we pause to remember and give 

thanks to Almighty God for our unbroken 
heritage of democracy, the peaceful transi-
tion of power, and the perseverance of our 
Government through the challenges of war 
and peace, want and prosperity, discord and 
harmony. 

President Jefferson also wrote, ‘‘The God 
who gave us life gave us liberty at the same 
time’’ and asked, ‘‘Can the liberties of a 
nation be secure when we have removed 
a conviction that these liberties are of 
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