Administration of George W. Bush, 2001 / Feb. 1

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With the Congressional Black Caucus

January 31, 2001

The President. 1 want to thank Congress-
woman Eddie Bernice Johnson from Dallas,
Texas, and you all for coming. I appre-
ciate—Madam Chairman. I look forward to
a good dialog on subjects that are on the
Members” minds and on my mind, as well.

I think well have a good discussion
about public education. While there may
be some discussion about details, all of us
surely believe the great hope for this coun-
try is to make sure every child—I mean
every child—is educated. I look forward to
sharing with the Members who don’t know
me well some of my experiences as the
Governor of the State of Texas and what
I've tried to do to fulfill that promise and
fulfill that pledge.

This will be the beginning of, hopefully,

a lot of meetings. I hope you come back,

and Tl certainly be inviting. But thanks
for coming. It’s an important part of my
job—is to talk to everybody who is in the
legislative body. I will remind you all, I
understand the difference between the ex-
ecutive branch and the legislative branch.
I only get to suggest. You all pass the laws.
And that's what we’re here to work

Representative Cynthia A.  McKinney.
That’s right. [Laughter]

The President. 1 understand that well.
But thank you all for coming. It's an honor
for you to be here.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 5:32 p.m. in
the Cabinet Room at the White House. A
tape was not available for verification of the
content of these remarks.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on the United States Air Force Operating

Location Near Groom Lake, Nevada
January 31, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Consistent with section 6001(a) of the
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act
(RCRA) (the “Act”), as amended, 42 U.S.C.
6961(a), notification is hereby given that
on September 19, 2000, President Clinton
issued Presidential Determination 2000-30
(copy attached) and thereby exercised his
authority to grant certain exemptions under
section 6001(a) of the Act.

Presidential Determination 2000-30 ex-
empted the United States Air Force’s oper-
ating location near Groom Lake, Nevada,
from any Federal, State, interstate, or local
hazardous or solid waste laws that would
require the disclosure of classified informa-
tion concerning that operating location to
unauthorized persons. Information con-

cerning activities at the operating location
near Groom Lake has been properly deter-
mined to be classified and its disclosure
would be harmful to national security. Con-
tinued protection of this information is,
therefore, in the paramount interest of the
United States.

The determination was not intended to
imply that, in the absence of a Presidential
exemption, RCRA or any other provision
of law permits or requires the disclosure
of classified information to unauthorized
persons. The determination also was not
intended to limit the applicability or en-
forcement of any requirement of law appli-
cable to the Air Force’s operating location
near Groom Lake except those provisions,

41



