Administration of George W. Bush, 2001 / Feb. 2

of national concern, to make sure our pub-
lic schools function. And we can apply
some principles that I think we all agree
with, which is high standards, expecting the
best for every child, local control of schools,
trusting local people to run the schools,
and strong accountability systems but, as
well, insist that there be results.

Guess what happens in systems when you
don’t measure? Inner-city schools just get
shuffled through the school systems. Or in
my case, in my State, sometimes children
whose parents didn’t speak English as a
first language just got moved through. Be-
cause you know why? We didn’t know. And
they come out at the end, and somebody
says, “Oh, you can’t read like youre sup-
posed to.” That's because we didn’t have
the courage to insist upon measurement;
we didn’t have the courage to insist upon
results. In order to make sure every child
is educated—I mean every child—and no
child is left behind, we’ve got to adopt a
system that has high standards, local control
of schools, and the willingness to hold peo-
ple accountable for results, and an account-
ability system for which there is a con-
sequence if there is success and there is
a consequence if there is failure.

Many Members, Republican and Demo-
crat alike, have said, “Are you going to
give us a budget?™ I said, “Of course—
just hope you don’t kill it the minute it
arrives.” It is our responsibility to do so
and, working with the Speaker and the
leader, to make sure it’s there on a timely
basis. But we’ll have a budget. It's a budget
that will set aside Social Security for one
thing—payroll taxes for Social Security and
only Social Security. It's a budget that pays
down national debt. It's a budget that sets
spending priorities. But it's also a budget
that recognizes we must provide tax relief
to the people who pay the bills. T feel
strongly about this issue. And of course I
hope you join me.

It is so important for us to understand
some facts. One, the economy is slowing
down. And it’s important for us to combine

good monetary policy with good fiscal pol-
icy. And good fiscal policy is a sound budg-
et, coupled with giving people some of
their own money back, to serve as a second
wind to an economy. I come from the
school of thought that by cutting marginal
rates for everybody who pays taxes is a
good way to help ease the pain of what
may be an economic slowdown. I'm going
to make that case over and over and over
again until we get a bill through.

It’s important for us not to let the tax
relief debate fall into a class warfare de-
bate. It seems like, to me, the fair way
to do things is if people pay taxes, they
ought to get tax relief. But I want to assure
you that inherent in our plan is an under-
standing of how unfair the tax system is.
It’s unfair to people at the bottom end
of the economic ladder.

If youre a single—I did one of these
radio addresses for tomorrow, and I talked
about the single mom who is working hard
to get ahead. She’s making $22,000 a year.
Many of you heard—you probably heard
me use this example in the campaign. But
I want to share it with you again, because
it’s an inherent part of our plan. For every
dollar she earns, because of the earned-
income tax phase-out and because she gets
into the 15 percent bracket and because
she pays payroll taxes, she pays a higher
rate on the extra dollar earned than some-
one who is making $200,000 a year. That’s
today’s Tax Code.

And so part of our plan is not only to
serve as an insurance policy against a severe
economic downturn or a second wind for
economic recovery, however you want to
put it, but part of our vision addresses un-
fairness in the code by recognizing there
are people struggling to get in the middle
class. This country must understand that
by making the code more simple, by drop-
ping the bottom rate from 15 to 10 percent
and increasing the child credit, we make
that middle class, that dream of ownership
so much more accessible, and that’s what
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