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Administration of George W. Bush, 2001 / Feb. 6

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on the Operation of the 
Andean Trade Preference Act 
February 5, 2001

To the Congress of the United States: 
As required by section 203(f) of the An-

dean Trade Preference Act (APTA) of 
1991, as amended (19 U.S.C. 3201 et seq.), 
I transmit herewith the third report to the 
Congress on the Operation of the Andean 
Trade Preference Act. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 

February 5, 2001. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on February 6.

Remarks at Tree Top Toys & Books and an Exchange With Reporters in 
McLean, Virginia 
February 6, 2001

The President. I am honored to be here, 
Carole. Thank you very much. Next time 
my mother shops, I am going to tell her 
to double the amount of purchases. 
[Laughter] I want to thank the other small-
business owners who are here, as well. 

One of the unique things about America 
is the entrepreneurial spirit of our country. 
The small-business owner is really the back-
bone of the Nation in terms of job creation, 
in terms of hope, in terms of offering 
dreams for people. I am here to talk to 
these entrepreneurs about the benefits of 
the tax relief package, the benefits for the 
small-business owner. 

First, we’ll make the code simpler, con-
solidate the rates from five to four. By 
dropping the top rate from nearly 40 per-
cent to 33 percent, we really say to the 
sole proprietor, the business owner, that 
there is more capital available for you to 
expand your business if need be, your own 
money in your own pocket to be able to 
make sure your small business flourishes. 
I strongly believe and know that cuts in 
marginal rates will affect capital growth, 
which is so important for the growth of 
small businesses in America. 

Secondly, the tax relief package will help 
the consumers, the customers of the small-
business owner. We have an issue in Amer-
ica right now called energy, and the energy 
prices are beginning to affect the pur-
chasing patterns of the people who come 
to the shops such as this one. Many of 
the Americans have got a consumer debt 
load that is significant, and it is important 
for us to provide meaningful tax relief for 
all taxpayers so that they can better manage 
their own personal accounts. 

There is a lot of talk about paying down 
debt, and my budget that I will submit 
to the Congress does pay down the national 
debt. But by cutting taxes on everybody 
who pays taxes, by recognizing a family of 
four earning $50,000 a year will receive 
a $2,000 tax cut, it helps people get out 
from underneath their own personal debt 
load. And that’s important. It’s important 
for the families; it’s important for the small-
business owners. 

And finally, as Carole mentioned, part 
of our tax plan eliminates the death tax. 
Small-business owners work hard to have 
a financial platform from which they can 
not only live but also a financial platform 
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