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ranking member, House Committee on 
International Relations; F. James Sensen-
brenner, Jr., chairman, and John Conyers, Jr., 
ranking member, House Committee on the 
Judiciary; Porter J. Goss, chairman, and 

Nancy Pelosi, ranking member, House Com-
mittee on Intelligence. This letter was re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary 
on February 7. An original was not available 
for verification of the content of this letter.

Remarks at the Tax Family Reunion and an Exchange With Reporters 
February 7, 2001

The President. Well, Debora, thank you 
very much. I’m so honored to see you. And 
thank you for bringing your son and 
daughter here. The Vice President and I 
have been looking forward to this family 
reunion—tax family reunion. The nice thing 
about this reunion is, you don’t have any 
annoying relatives to deal with. [Laughter] 
But we’re glad to welcome you to the 
White House. 

One of the best parts of the campaign 
was to meet the hard-working Americans 
who really make up the backbone of our 
country. I’d go to the different cities 
around our great Nation and get off the 
airplane, and there’d be a tax family. And 
it was our way to put a face on a piece 
of important public policy. It was our way 
to say, behind all the numbers we were 
talking about and the talk about budget, 
there were real, live Americans who will 
benefit. 

And I want to thank you all for coming 
back. I look forward for you to—look for-
ward to thanking you in person. I look for-
ward to you to see the people’s house, the 
place that Laura and I are now fortunate 
enough to call home. 

I have one message for all the folks that 
were our tax families and all the folks from 
across the country: You helped me make 
my case, and now I intend to make good 
on my promise. I want it to be said that 
ours is a plan that fulfills a campaign prom-
ise. And that’s important. A lot of people 
look toward the political process and say, 
‘‘Oh, these candidates just say something 

and really don’t mean it.’’ When I cam-
paigned for meaningful tax relief, I meant 
it. And tomorrow I’ll submit a plan based 
upon exactly what I said on the campaign 
trail. I look forward to working with Con-
gress to get the plan passed. 

During the course of the campaign, I 
said it’s as if our Nation had erected a 
toll booth right in the middle of the road 
of the middle class, making it hard for peo-
ple to access the middle class, making it 
hard for hard-working Americans to realize 
more money for their own. And so we’re 
going to start dismantling that toll booth, 
brick by brick. 

It begins by simplifying the code. We’ll 
reduce the rates from five to four. 

It recognizes that our Tax Code is unfair. 
It is unfair to people who struggle to get 
ahead. It is unfair for the single mom who 
lives on the outskirts of poverty, who’s 
working hard to provide for her family. For 
every additional dollar she makes above 
$25,000, she pays a higher marginal rate 
on that dollar than someone who’s wealthy. 
And that’s not right, and it’s not fair. It’s 
not what America is all about, as far as 
I’m concerned. Our tax code makes the 
code more fair. 

It is also fair that everybody who pays 
taxes should receive relief, and that’s why 
we drop all rates. We drop the top rate, 
and we drop the bottom rate, and we ex-
pand the child credit from $500 to $1,000. 
Under our plan, a family of four making 
$50,000 a year will receive a 50 percent 
cut in the taxes they pay to the Federal 
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