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Administration of George W. Bush, 2001 / Feb. 8

provide access to health care for the mil-
lions of Americans without health insur-
ance. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 
A. Daschle, Senate minority leader, and 
Richard A. Gephardt, House minority leader.

Remarks on Transmitting the Tax Relief Plan to the Congress 
February 8, 2001

Thank you very much for that warm wel-
come. It’s good to see so many friends here 
in the Rose Garden. This is our first event 
in this beautiful spot, and it’s appropriate 
we talk about policy that will affect people’s 
lives in a positive way in such a beautiful, 
beautiful part of our national—really, our 
National Park System, I guess, as you’d 
want to call it. 

This is the land of economic miracles, 
and we are experiencing one here in our 
country. Latino businesses are growing fast-
er than the Government can count. Back 
in 1997 there were 1.4 million Latino-
owned businesses. Since then, the number 
has been growing by an estimated 25 per-
cent. No one is entirely sure of the total. 
Your success has left all statistics behind, 
and America is better off for it. 

The businesses you have built prove the 
continuing power of the American ideal, 
a promise of advancement to men and 
women of every background. This country 
appreciates you. We appreciate your vision, 
your hard work. And I congratulate you 
for your success. 

To succeed, Latino-owned businesses 
need the same things all businesses need: 
moderate regulation, a sensible legal sys-
tem, and a growing economy. For several 
months, however, our economic growth has 
been in doubt. And now, it may be in dan-
ger. 

Americans are hearing, and some feeling, 
the economic slowdown. Americans hear 
about the news—many are beginning to ac-
tually feel what it means to be in an eco-

nomic slowdown. Consumer confidence has 
slumped. Many business leaders are wor-
ried. A warning light is flashing on the 
dashboard of our economy. And we just 
can’t drive on and hope for the best. We 
must act without delay. 

My job is to lead. A President should 
not wait on events; he must try to shape 
them. And the warning signs are clear. All 
of us here in Washington, the President 
and the Congress, are responsible to con-
front the danger of an economic slowdown 
and to blunt its effects. 

Today I am sending to Congress my plan 
to provide relief to all income-tax payers, 
which I believe will help jump-start the 
American economy. We must give over-
charged taxpayers some of their own money 
back. We must give low-income families 
fairer treatment. We must give small busi-
nesses a better chance to grow and to hire. 
For all these reasons, I urge Congress to 
help me strengthen our economy by light-
ening the tax load, the tax burden on the 
American people. 

Here’s how my tax relief plan will work. 
We will simplify our Tax Code, reducing 
today’s five brackets to four lower ones: 
10 percent, 15 percent, 25 percent, and 
33 percent. Families with children will also 
receive a tax credit of $1,000 per child. 
We will end the death tax, reduce the mar-
riage penalty, and expand tax incentives for 
charitable giving. 

My plan is directed toward individuals 
and small businesses. It offers relief for ev-
eryone who pays income taxes, and it keeps 
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