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transportation needs of America. He knows 
that America relies more than ever on the 
soundness of our roads and rails, bridges 
and runways. And as our economy grows, 
so must our capacity to move people and 
goods quickly and efficiently. This means 
investment in new infrastructure, as well 
as overdue repairs of the old. Working with 
State and local governments, we will work 
to meet the demands of our growing econ-
omy. 

Americans are especially concerned 
about our aviation system. The results of 
economic expansion are clearly visible at 
our crowded airports. We must continue 
to reform and modernize the Federal Avia-
tion Administration, and our Secretary of 
Transportation brings the talents necessary 
to address the problems and, more impor-
tantly, find the solutions. 

Our new Secretary will also work with 
States and localities in planning new roads 
and alternative transportation, such as bus 
and light-rail systems. From Los Angeles 
to Austin to right here in Washington, the 

trials of commuting increase every year. It’s 
going to take some clear thinking and cre-
ativity to accommodate our Nation’s in-
creasing travel demands, and Norm Mineta 
is the right man for the job. 

It’s a high honor to serve the two Cabi-
nets, as the Vice President said. Norm has 
earned this honor. His life is a story of 
determination and courage and service. As 
a child, he lived in an internment camp. 
As a young man, he wore his country’s uni-
form in Korea and Japan. From there, he 
went on to become a mayor, a Congress-
man, and a Cabinet Secretary. 

I thank him for accepting my invitation 
to serve again, and I’m honored to have 
him by my side. 

Mr. Secretary. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:30 p.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Secretary Mineta’s 
wife, Danealia. The transcript released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary also included 
the remarks of Secretary Mineta.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on the National 
Emergency With Respect to Iraq 
February 8, 2001

To the Congress of the United States: 
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), 
and section 204(c) of the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act, 50 
U.S.C. 1703(c), I transmit herewith a 6-
month periodic report on the national 

emergency with respect to Iraq that was 
declared in Executive Order 12722 of Au-
gust 2, 1990. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
February 8, 2001.

Remarks at J.C. Nalle Elementary School and an Exchange With Reporters 
February 9, 2001

The President. Good morning, everybody. 
How are you? 

Students. Good morning. 
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