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Ms. Tentman. All right. Thank you so
much, and we’ll add that.

The President. T'm going to leave this
here for you, too, as a gift.

Ms. Tentman. Okay. Thank you so much.

The President. Thanks, I appreciate it.

Ms. Tentman. And we will add this, boys
and girls, to the end of our chain. And
the President has signed it, “More Than
Anything Else.”

The President. How about that? It’s pret-
ty nice, isn’t it? Thanks for having me
come.

One of the reasons I came is, I think
it’s important for the Capital to stay fo-
cused on public education and public edu-
cation reforms. One of the key ingredients
in our package we sent up to the Congress
is a reading initiative. I'm so impressed
about what Ms. Dobbins is doing at this
school, what the superintendent is insisting
upon—accountability-based reading system.

And she told me that they've got a col-
laborative effort here with the National In-
stitute of Health, which has developed cur-
riculum based upon the science of reading.
And it’s impressive that the school and the
District are willing to set high standards
and ask the fundamental question, what
works in education; are willing to imple-
ment curriculum that works; and then are
willing to be held accountable for imple-
menting the curriculum.

And thank you for letting me come. I
appreciate you coming.

I'll be glad to answer a few questions.

Racial Profiling

Q. Mr. President, would you be inter-
ested in establishing a panel along the vein
of what President Johnson did, to look into
racial profiling, or perhaps considering an
Executive order banning racial profiling?

The President. T'll look at all opportuni-
ties, starting with the gathering of informa-
tion, where the Federal Government can
help jurisdictions, gather information, com-
pile information to get the facts on the
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table to make sure that people are treated
fairly in the justice system.

Defense Budget

Q. Mr. President, do you have any—[in-
audible]—of agreeing to the Pentagon’s re-
quest that you increase your defense spend-
ing, your defense budget, or give a supple-
mental for 20007

The President. T've sent the message that
I think it’'s very important for us to not
have an early supplemental. Secondly, Sec-
retary Rumsfeld is beginning a review of
the defense, a top to bottom review of
what’s happening in today’s military, re-
viewing missions, reviewing opportunities
for change, beginning to look at the trans-
formation policy. And I will look forward
to finding out what his report says.

I will be traveling the country next week,
talking about some increases in the defense
spending, along the lines of what I prom-
ised during the course of the campaign,
starting with better pay for the men and
women who wear the uniform.

Q. But they're saying it’s going to affect
military readiness.

The President. What's going to affect
military

Q. Theyre saying that they need more
money—excuse me—they’re not going to
be able to be prepared for

The President. Well, that’s part of the
review process. I hear—there are a lot of
voices on a lot of subjects regarding the
budget. We have yet to submit our budget;
I will, later on. But I have said during
the campaign, I have said since I've been
sworn in, it's important for us to do a top-
to-bottom review, to review all missions,
spending priorities, and that’s exactly what
the Secretary of Defense is going to do.
And before people jump to conclusions, I
think it'’s important to get that review fin-

ished.




