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Justice Department Budget

Q. What about the Justice Department?
Are you asking for specific cuts in—[inaudi-
ble]?

The President. We're looking at all—
we’ve asked our Secretaries on all Cabinets
to take a review of their full budgets, and
we’ll submit a budget here later on.

Office of National AIDS Policy

Q. Mr. President, on the subject of the
AIDS Office, there are still some misunder-
standing about whether there is going to
be an AIDS czar, like

The President. Well, there’s going to be
a focus on AIDS, and people can apply
any title they want. But there’s going to
be a person in my office who has got the
responsibility of coordinating the AIDS pol-
icy throughout the Federal Government.

Middle East

Q. What did you say to Mr. Arafat?

The President. Oh, T had a good talk
with Mr. Arafat. I've also had talks with
other leaders throughout the region, and
I urged calm. I said it was very important
to give the newly elected leader of Israel
a chance, a chance to form a government
and a chance to do what he said he wanted
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Good morning. This past week I have
been making the case for tax reductions.
I've asked Congress to act quickly on my
tax relief plan, so that Americans can face
these uncertain economic times with more
of their own money. I will continue to
make that case until relief has passed.

And next week I will also focus on an-
other important issue, our national security.
This is the most basic commitment of
America’s Government and the greatest re-
sponsibility of an American President. Our

to do, which is to promote the peace in
the region. And I certainly hope that peo-
ple recognize that change does not nec-
essarily mean that the peace process won't
go forward.

I think we ought to take Mr. Sharon
for his word, and that is, he wants to pro-
mote peace in the Middle East. I look for-
ward to watching him put a government
together and then fulfilling what he said
he would do.

Q. Are you concerned about the violence
yesterday, the bombings?

The President. I'm concerned about all
kinds of violence. But I firmly believe that
the best policy is to encourage leaders to
just remain resolute in their willingness to
promote the peace and give the Sharon
government a chance to form a government
and then to be able to do what he said
he wanted to do, which is to promote peace
in the Middle East.

Have a good weekend, everybody.

NoTE: The President spoke at 10:21 a.m. in
Ms. Tentman’s classroom. In his remarks, he
referred to Gloria Dobbins, principal, J.C.
Nalle Elementary School; Chairman Yasser
Arafat of the Palestinian Authority; and
Prime Minister-elect Ariel Sharon of Israel.

Nation’s ideals inspire the world, but our
Nation’s ships and planes and armies must
defend these ideals and sustain our allies
and friends.

American influence is unquestioned, but
maintaining it requires work in every gen-
eration. The relative peace our Nation en-
joys today is not inevitable. Peace is earned
by strength, and strength begins with the
men and women who wear the uniform.
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