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New weapons and technologies are impor-
tant, but they are only as effective as the
people who use them.

On Monday I will travel to Fort Stewart,
in Georgia, to meet with soldiers and their
families. I want to thank them for their
service and give my full support in return.
They deserve the best training, the latest
and best equipment, and long overdue im-
provements in their pay, housing, and
standard of living. And so, as I promised,
I will announce meaningful increases in
funding to improve the lives of our men
and women in uniform.

There’s an old military saying: Soldiers
enlist, but families reenlist. We need to
treat families well and encourage military
careers. All our men and women in uni-
form, after all, are volunteers. We must
make sure our military is a place where
Americans are proud to serve and proud
to stay.

On Tuesday I will be in Norfolk, Vir-
ginia, for a tour of the Joint Forces Com-
mand and a glimpse of the next generation
of military weapons. America has some big
choices to make as we prepare for the chal-
lenges and dangers of modern warfare. Bat-
tles will no longer be won by size alone;
stealth and speed will matter more. And
we must make sure our country, itself, is

protected from attack from ballistic missiles
and high-tech terrorists.

At week’s end T will meet in Washington
with Secretary of State Colin Powell and
our diplomats at the State Department. I
selected General Powell for that post, in
part, because he brings a soldier’s wisdom
to the work of diplomacy. His charge is
to help me pursue a clear, consistent, and
decisive foreign policy. Whenever America
acts in the world, our principles must be
certain, our intentions beyond doubt, our
strength beyond challenge. This is how con-
flicts are avoided. This is how problems
are dealt with before they become crises.

Next week’s trips signal the priority I
place on our military. The highest honor
and greatest duty of this office is to serve
as Commander in Chief. I want every man
and woman in the Armed Forces to know
that I respect your service and appreciate
your sacrifice.

Thank you for listening.

NoTE: The address was recorded at 11:41
a.m. on February 9 in the Oval Office at the
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on
February 10. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on
February 9 but was embargoed for release
until the broadcast.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on United States
Intelligence Provided to Multinational Organizations

February 9, 2001

Dear Mr. Chairman:

In accordance with section 308 of the
1997 Intelligence Authorization Act, I am
forwarding to the specified committees of
the Congress the eighth semiannual report
on U.S. intelligence provided to the United
Nations and other multinational organiza-
tions. This classified report details the types
and volume of the intelligence support pro-
vided by the United States during the 6-

72

month period ending September 30, 2000,
and the purposes for which it was provided.
Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BusH

NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to Jesse
Helms, chairman, Senate Committee on For-
eign Relations; Richard C. Shelby, chairman,
Senate Select Committee on Intelligence;



