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knowledge be the cornerstone of our cur-
riculum. And that’s why I appreciate 
Reid Lyon and others, experts in the field 
of reading, for being here to help make 
sure our curriculum reflect that which 
works. 

We’re going to diagnose children early 
and correct problems when we find them. 
As importantly, I’m going to ask Congress 
to spend money on teacher training to 
make sure that our teachers, the heart and 
soul of the education system, have got the 
tools necessary to teach children to read. 

I’m excited about working with the pros 
in the field of education. This is not a Re-
publican issue; it’s not a Democrat issue; 
it’s not an independent issue; this is an 
American issue, and the most fundamental 
of all American issues. If the mission is 
to make sure the American experience 
touches every willing heart, every person 
in the country, it starts with making sure 
our children learn to read, and it starts 
with making sure children learn to read 
early. And one of the key initiatives that 

we have been discussing is, how do we 
make sure that we get science-based read-
ing instruction to the youngest of the 
young? One way is to make sure that Head 
Start has a reading component as a part 
of its overall mission. 

So I want to thank you all for coming. 
This is a week where I’m going to, hope-
fully, focus the Nation’s attention on public 
schools and how the Congress and the ex-
ecutive branch can work together to pass 
law and appropriate money that will enable 
Dr. Paige and myself to work on the no-
blest of all missions, that every single child 
be educated in America, and not one—
I mean not one—be left behind. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:49 p.m. in 
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. In 
his remarks, he referred to G. Reid Lyon, 
chief, Child Development and Behavior 
Branch, National Institute of Child Health 
and Human Development, Department of 
Health and Human Services; and Phyllis 
Hunter, consultant, Texas Reading Initiative.
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The President. Thank you all for coming 
this afternoon. I’ve had the honor of 
hosting a group of distinguished folks who 
have had experience with Government 
here, that happen to be of the Democrat 
persuasion. We had a discussion about—
an advisory session about what to think 
about in Washington, about how to move 
issues such as education. We’ve spent a 
lot of time talking about education and how 
to get an education agenda moving forward 
in this important town. 

I can’t thank the former Senators and 
a man who has seen enough Klieglights 

in his day to know what they’re all about, 
and of course, the Ambassador and Bill 
Gray, the distinguished chairman of the 
United Negro College Fund, for being 
here. For me, it’s been a very helpful dis-
cussion. 

Ambassador Strauss said something that’s 
really important and is so true. He re-
minded me that Democrats are just as pa-
triotic about their country as Republicans, 
that there is good in everybody. And that’s 
what I’m going to look for. This administra-
tion is going to seek the good in everybody 
and find that ability to come together for 
the good of the country, as well. 
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