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their suicide death hide in caves them-
selves, to save their own skin. And I told 
the world, just like I told the American 
people: You can hide, but we will smoke 
you out and bring you to justice. 

I’m so sorry to report that Sergeant Na-
than Chapman lost his life yesterday. But 
I wanted—I want Sergeant Chapman’s fam-
ily to know that the cause for which he 
died is just and noble, the cause of freedom 
and the hope that our children and grand-
children will be able to grow up in a world 
that is free of the barbaric behavior of ter-
rorism. 

We’re on a mission, and we will not yield 
until the mission is complete. The war 
against terror is broader than just Afghani-
stan, and that is exactly what I have made 
clear to members of the vast coalition 
which we have put together. I said there 
are no shades of gray in this fight for civili-
zation—there are no shades of gray. Either 
you’re with the United States of America, 
or you’re against the United States of 
America. 

I’m sure there were some people who 
were anxious to sit on the fence for a while. 
But what they’ve come to realize is that 
this Nation, when aroused, is a mighty na-
tion, a nation that, when we make up our 
mind we’re going to do something, we’re 
going to do it. We’re going to shake ter-
rorism loose wherever it exists and bring 
those to justice who have hurt America and 
bring those to justice who might hurt 
America. 

Let me tell you that part of this war 
is overseas, but part of it is here at home. 
My biggest job as your President is to make 
sure no one harms the American people. 
My biggest job is to rally the resources 
of this country, and have a homeland de-
fense that will take every lead, every idea, 
every hint that somebody may harm us and 
rout them out, and give them a chance 
to protect America, and give them a chance 
to make this land secure. And if we find 
somebody who wants to harm America, 
who espouses the philosophy that’s terrorist 

and bent, I can assure you we will bring 
that person to justice. 

This Nation is on alert, and it should 
be, but one of the things we’re not going 
to let the terrorists do is to cause us not 
to behave like Americans and enjoy our 
freedoms and enjoy our neighborhoods and 
enjoy travel and enjoy the great wonders 
of our country. They think they can shut 
us down; they’ve got the wrong country 
they’re dealing with. 

There is a new spirit in this country, 
and a unity that is so powerful and so real 
that even a fellow who is hermetically 
sealed in the White House can feel it. 
[Laughter] I am proud of the Nation. 

And we should not respond one way 
abroad and have a different attitude about 
issues that face us at home. Here’s what 
I think: I think it’s time for Congress to 
focus on what’s best for America, and not 
political parties. I believe we need to set 
priorities and get positive things done. 

I’m getting ready to sign an education 
bill on Tuesday. My friends in Midland, 
Texas, will not believe it when they turn 
on C–SPAN or one of these other channels, 
because I am going to stand up and say 
to the Nation, one, this is a good piece 
of legislation, and two, I want to thank 
Senator Ted Kennedy for working on it 
with me. He’s done a fine job. It shows 
what’s possible when you set aside party— 
listen, I’m a proud party man, but I’m 
American first, and that’s what we ought 
to be dealing with when it comes to legisla-
tion. And there are troubling signs that 
some in the Nation’s Capital want to go 
back to the old ways, and I don’t think 
we ought to let them do that. I think we 
ought to focus on what’s good for the coun-
try. 

And take the issue of the economy. Like 
yourselves, I’m deeply concerned about the 
fact that Oregon leads the country when 
it comes to unemployment, and we’ve got 
to do something about that. First, my prin-
ciple is this: In tough times, people need 
an unemployment check, but for the long 

24 2004 10:45 Jul 26, 2004 Jkt 193762 PO 00000 Frm 00018 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193762A.XXX 193762A


