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It's been an amazing event—series of
events that have taken place. One of the
most heartening things for me is to know
that thousands of Americans are reassessing
their values, moms and dads are asking
what they can do to be better parents—
that as a result of the evildoer, not only
are we responding militarily and not only
have we put this broad coalition together
that says we’ll rid the world of terror, but
here at home people are saying, “Gosh,
let me reassess my life.” It's so important
for moms and dads to know that the most
important job they will ever have is to love
their children with all their heart and all
their soul.

I'm so pleased to report to you that the
great fabric of the country, in terms of
helping people, exists because of faith-
based institutions, regardless of their reli-
gion; all across neighborhoods in America,
that people are asking the question, “What
can I do to help”; that the great mosaic
of America is made up of the millions of
acts of kindness which takes place every
single day. September the 11th was an at-
tack on our country, but it didn’t affect
our heart; it didn’t affect our soul.

My great hope for the year 2002 is that
people who want to work can find a job.

My hope is that our military is safe in
their mission. I understand the war on ter-

ror is going to beyond probably 2002. I

have no unrealistic aspirations about a cal-
endar, a quick calendar.

But my true hope, as well, is that the
great compassion of America and the value
system that has made us so different and
so unique continues to be vibrant and
strong; that people, when they want to
know how to help America, turn to a neigh-
bor in need and say, “I want to help, to
provide comfort for a child who may need
a loving mentor,” to say to somebody elder-
ly on your block, “Gosh, I want to provide
you company.”

That's the great—that’s my hope for the
country, that our compassion continues to
well up and that this great American expe-
rience continues to touch every possible
heart. I pray for peace, I pray for pros-
perity, and I pray for the greatest land on
the face of the Earth—America.

Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 3:15 p.m. in
the school’s Aldo Rossi Field House. In his
remarks, he referred to Katie Harman, Miss
America 2002; Mayor Vera Katz of Portland;
Charles J. Swindells, U.S. Ambassador to
New Zealand; John V. Harker, president and
chief executive officer, InFocus Corp.; Rep-
resentative Greg Walden of Oregon; and Sfc.
Nathan Ross Chapman, USA, who was killed
January 4 by hostile fire in Afghanistan.
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The President. 1 want to thank Chairman
Greenspan for coming. He’s here to offer
his independent advice and counsel about
the state of our economy. I want to thank
my economic team for keeping me abreast
of what we're learning during our Christ-
mas break. I look forward to a substantive
discussion about how to wisely put policy
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in place that will help this economy re-
cover.

I'm—we’re making good progress in win-
ning the war in Afghanistan, and we've got
to make good progress about helping peo-
ple find work. The cornerstone of any good
policy is going to be to take care of—help
people help themselves, and take care of



