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about the situation with your Arab Amer-
ican agent now as it pertains to him trying
to

The President. Well, 1 know there’s an
investigation going on, and I look forward
to see the findings. But as I said, if he
was mistreated because of his ethnicity, I'm
going to be plenty hot—that means angry.
And T know the man. I am most appre-
ciative of his service to me and my wife.
He is an honorable fellow. But I don’t
know enough about the details of this par-
ticular incident, but I know there’s an in-

vestigation going on, and I look forward
to seeing it. I would be surprised if he
was hostile. But I wasn’t there, so it’s hard
for me to comment on something which
I did not see.

Listen, thank you all for giving me a
chance to visit with you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 2:33 p.m. in
the Cabinet Room at the White House. In
his remarks, he referred to President Pervez
Musharraf of Pakistan; and Secret Service
Agent Walied Shater.

Remarks on Signing the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 in Hamilton,

Ohio
January 8, 2002

The President. Thank you all very much.

Audience  members. U.S.A.l  U.S.A.
U.S.A.

The President. Okay. I know you all are
anxious to get back to class. [Laughter] So
please be seated. [Laughter] Thank you for
such a warm welcome. It’s great to be in
the home of the Big Blue, Hamilton High
School. T want to thank you all for coming.
I particularly want to thank my friend the
Governor of the great State of Ohio, Gov-
ernor Taft, for being here. I want to thank
Tracey Miller for being so hospitable. I
want to thank all who have come to witness
this historic moment.

For those of you who have studied the
history of our Government, you know most
bills are signed at the White House. But
I decided to sign this bill in one of the
most important places in America, a public
school.

We've got large challenges here in Amer-
ica. There’s no greater challenge than to
make sure that every child—and all of us
on this stage mean every child, not just
a few children—every single child, regard-

less of where they live, how they're raised,

the income level of their family, every child
receive a first-class education in America.

And as you know, we've got another chal-
lenge, and that’s to protect America from
evil ones. And I want to assure the seniors
and juniors and sophomores here at Ham-
ilton High School that the effort that this
great country is engaged in, the effort to
defend freedom and to defend our people,
the effort to rout out terror wherever it
exists, is noble and just and right, and your
great country will prevail in this effort.

I long for peace. But I also understand
that if we do not lead the world against
terror, that your children and your grand-
children will not grow up in a society that
is as free as the society we have today.
Freedom is the precious gift that one gen-
eration can pass to the next. It is a gift
and a promise that I intend to keep to
the American children.

And we owe the children of America a
good education. And today begins a new
era, a new time in public education in our
country. As of this hour, America’s schools
will be on a new path of reform and a
new path of results.
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