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to fight terror by being kind to somebody 
else.’’ And it’s going to be good for our 
country, good for our country, when we 
as a nation focus on education again, focus 
on making sure our public education is the 
best school system in the entire world. 
That’s what America is about. 

It has been an honor for me to travel 
and to work with the four men on the 
stage who’ve made this bill possible. They 
have shown the country what can happen 
when good, honorable people set their 
minds on getting something done. They 
have shown that when you work with an 
administration, that when you set clear 
goals and you set aside all the bickering 

and you push aside all those on the fringes 
trying to tear down the process, that good 
people from both parties can achieve some-
thing strong for America. And that’s exactly 
what we’ve done. 

Thank you all for coming, and God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:20 p.m. in 
the Lundholm Gymnasium. In his remarks, 
he referred to Gov. Jeanne Shaheen of New 
Hampshire; Joan R. Leitzel, president, Uni-
versity of New Hampshire; and Nancy B. 
McIver, 2002 State Teacher of the Year for 
New Hampshire. H.R. 1, the No Child Left 
Behind Act of 2001, approved January 8, was 
assigned Public Law No. 107–110. 
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Thank you all very much. Thank you, 
please. You know, I told the folks at the 
coffee shop in Crawford, Texas, that Ted 
Kennedy was all right. [Laughter] They 
nearly fell out. [Laughter] But he is. I’ve 
come to admire him. He’s a smart, capable 
Senator. You want him on your side, I can 
tell you that. And as a result of his hard 
work, we put together a good piece of leg-
islation that has put Republicans and 
Democrats on the side of the school-
children in America. And Senator, thank 
you very much for your leadership. 

On September the 11th, my wife was 
heading to—was on Capitol Hill to testify 
in front of Senator Kennedy. And before 
she could go testify in front of his com-
mittee, obviously the evildoers hit America. 
And I want to thank him publicly, in front 
of his home folks, for providing such com-
fort to Laura during an incredibly tough 
time. Ironically enough, Judd Gregg was 
there, as well, and both those men went 
out of their way to put their arm around 
Laura and let her know all would be right. 

So, Mr. Senator, not only are you a good 
Senator; you’re a good man. 

Speaking about September the 11th, I 
want the young folks here to know that 
the mission we are on to rid the world 
of terror is a noble and just mission. I 
long for peace. But we learned a terrible 
lesson, and that lesson is, we must rout 
out terror wherever it exists, in order for 
you and your children to grow up in a 
free and peaceful society. This Nation will 
not tire; we will not rest until we bring 
those who are willing to harm Americans 
to justice. And that’s exactly what we intend 
to do. 

We have a job to do overseas, and our 
military is performing brilliantly. For those 
of you who have got relatives in the military 
or those of you who are in the military, 
thank you from the bottom of our Nation’s 
collective heart. 

And we’ve got a job to do here at home, 
as well, and that’s to make sure every child 
in America—every child—receives a good 
education. 
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