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of our life. We don’t view such things as
political friends. You're either our friend,
or youre not our friend, no matter what
your politics are like.

That’s why we have got such fond memo-
ries of working with Pete and Nelda Laney.
Oh, I know he’s got the Democrat label,
but somehow our relationship transcended
that. And the same with Bullock. I can’t
help but chuckle about our breakfasts that
we used to have in this building, Pete, with
Bullock. I'd like to share some of the sto-
ries with the people watching on C-
SPAN—/[laughter|—but unfortunately, I
can’t repeat them in mixed company.
[Laughter]

But the truth of the matter is, whether
it be the speaker or Bullock or Janelle or
others, from both parties, we came in this
building with one desire, to do what’s right
for Texas. We've got political labels around
our name, no question about it. But we
made up our mind to try to figure out
what was best for our State and to work
together.

And so I went up to Washington with
a wonderful sense of being able to get
things done, because of my relationships
and my experience here in the State cap-
itol. T still believe that can happen. But
sometimes Washington needs to figure out
that politics isn’t what's most important; the
people are what’s most important.

And so I'm going to take that can-do
Texas spirit to Washington for however
long I'm there and remind people that re-
sults are matter—results are what matters,
not rhetoric; remind people that if you're
willing to share credit, if you're willing to
tell the other person that youre going to
succeed, as well, amazing things can hap-
pen; and remind people that our country,
just like our State, is much bigger than
the political process.

Those are the lessons I learned here in
this State capitol. I also learned you cannot
succeed without a good team around you.
There’s no such thing, in my judgment,
as a one-man band when it comes to poli-

tics or being the Governor or being the
President of the United States. You're only
successful if you're able to convince a lot
of good folks to join on the team and to
empower them to achieve the common ob-
jectives.

And that’s exactly what we did here in
Austin. I think history will show that the
staff of Governor George Bush was one
of the greatest staffs ever assembled. You
should be applauding because you're the
ones who were on the staff, in this room.
[Applause] We had fun. We got some posi-
tive things done for Texas. We worked
hard. And it was the memories that I'll
never forget. And so I want to thank you
all who worked on our team.

It should be noted that many of them
who were on this team moved to Wash-
ington: Pinky Allbaugh—Ilaughter]—he’s
not here, so I can say it—[laughter]—
Karen, of course; Karl Rove; Gonzales—
I see Al is here, the chief attorney; Mar-
garet Spellings, she’s got a new last name
now—those of us who know her husband
are somewhat amazed—(laughter]—Albert
Hawkins; Harriet Miers. These are all the
folks that I rely on. These are people who
have got great judgment and care deeply
about our country. And America is really
better off by the fact that they decided
to make a huge sacrifice, leave their be-
loved State, and go to Washington, DC.

We also have got a lot of others up there
that many of you knew: Ashley, Izzy,
Logan—it’s such an honor for Logan to
know that we named one of our cows after
him that was recently born—[laughter]—
Margaret Wilson and Stuart Bowen and
Vickers Meadows, Pat Wood. These are all
folks—we worked together here in Aus-
tin—who are now serving our Nation. And
I truly believe America is better off as a
result of the influx of Texans who showed
up.

I always will remember—and this paint-
ing helps remind me of the fact that all
of us were a part of a larger story, a story
much bigger than ourselves. Many have



